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../ Bob Goddard,

73 winstor. avenus,

Sranksome, Poole,

Jorset BH12 1F:.

lewsletter no 2

Cctober 1982

At last: after many delays nesre's 3wift Association newsletter
number 2 on cur smart new S... letterhead. My agclogies for failing to
live up tc the sAssociation's name...

Since the last newsletter our numbers have increased to 48§,
which must make us Swifties the fastes* growing yacht owner's associzatior

in the U.K. wselcome to all you new members. I have enclosed = copy of the

_irst 'sletter tec bring you up to date.

"

ince exhibiting their First Swif: 1% a2t the Londorn Beat Shouw
in January this year JCa Marine have built and delivered 28 Swifts and
have teker corders for nine more. ind, amidst the hustle and bustle, reopes

and rigging, remance has blossomed at 19 Shamrock cuay. John Charnley and

<4

Carcline walker were married on October 9th 2t Chew Magna, Bristol.

Congratulations!

Back in July Johun and Caroline entered their demo boat Superswift

in the 1982 lconoeruise Micro Nationels, a three day race championship

firale held in Poole Bay. David Feachev raced nis Swift Indiscretion and
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a lot about our cwn boats, as well as havins an oppcriunity to inspect
“ther Micrcs taking part. Most of these were clearly designed with racing
a2 higher priority than cruising, and none matched the degree of luxurious
comfort of our little Armada of Swifts. Only Michael Dixey's First 18
came close, and Michael has ably demonstrated his boat's seaworthiness

by sailing singlehanded to Cherbourg and the Channel Tslands.

The fastest Micros were little more thnan big dinghies with lids
on, and were amazingly fast. Sailed by a team cof experts; the, er,
quaintly named Betty Swollocks of FPhil Bennett was outright and Prototype
class winner with three firsts and two seconds. In the cruiser class
David made good use of his past racing experience to finish 6th in
Indiscretion,; two points ahead of the two novices in Aguapus, T still
don't understand how we finished ahead of Michael's First 18 Fanfaron and

John's Superswift, John, it has to be said, may have had his mind on other

things. when his shapely crew Caroline appeared in a bikini scme very close

racing resulted!

action in Acuapus. It was great fun and we all learned
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From experience gained ir the Micro liationals I thirk our
planned Swift-only races, run on a much less fermal basis, should be
great fun. which brings us tc Swift asscciaticn everts for 1983:

3

anuarw ¢th.

dzte and venue for our

& specizal effert to attend.

e arrointing some
rersuade David to take
asurer and rLvents

1l draw ur an arenda

room and let yeu have

S5wift TU-uigins weekend, Norfaolk Zrcads, ,rril 20 /Mavl Mav?,
This srring bank holidey weokend will be the best time fer
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Toeasyroing ond informel gathering of Swifte.
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ruise a short
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distance tc 3 where we can mcor and sleep for the night after a social

our cruiss Irom

u
benday morring will be 2 reze<tz from C back te A where we can retrieve
our bcats, have

Scurds great doesn':t it? The cnlv catern is that some of vou
w11l have tc nelp me organise if. Someone withr local knowledge to
suggest where 4,8 and C migh® be would be = great help.

~

Swift Cowes Regatta, warsash - Cowes. N,S.CJ.. Aucust 27/28/29

we can launch and park at Warsash on the Saturday, race to
Cowes in the afternoon and moor in Cowes Na*ional Sailing Centre
overnight. The Sunday morning cen be free for sifhtseeing (this is
intended to be a family event) with & race in the afternoon. we'll
spend the night in Cowes again with a social event in the evening. Cn
Monday morning the last race will be back to warsash for retrieval,

lunch and prizegiving.

Swift Cruising Weekend, Windermere or Newton Ferrers, September.

Just an idea at this stage, for an end-of-season meeting
to allow anyone who missed earlier events to attend and enjoy sailing
in company with other Swifts. No doubt there would be a social evening

and some sort of informal regatta arranged. The Windermere venue would
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provide owners Ir the nerth with a more local event, and Keith ool<on

\

(3027) from Cumbriz reckons his sailing club might host the event.
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(rrenisation anz 2ttenaance. wit: a2 lis-le nelp from a courle cof merbers

unlesc tnere are enough cf

tne cates in yeur diary now. Costs w.ll pe kert to a minimum.

Tharkyeou those who wrote to me witr laeas an< enccurs
after the firs: newsletter. I fiope you won't mind my rerrcducing edited
<

verzions ¢ your letters for the benefis oI

with yvour thougits, ideas ansz exzeriences.

~

Tharxyou for ycur newsletter. You have my full ruppor: for

14

anry rallies ant regattac, bu* due to my Job (Second kate in the Merchant
Lavy, I'm unadle to assis: in Crranising events.

I alsc took to the librarv ir search of & name, but z chneck
WITOL Lloyas revezliel AnUS wes alreacy in use cn a2 Greek shirz, I settled
Tor azuc Melba meaning apine Svift, which I thoursh® rather appreprizte

as mr bcaT is snow cream. Anyvway swift number 16 is now called ~ous kelba
with RY¥~ sail number KG202Y.

altrough a little late for this vear's Micro Cup events I lock
forward tc future events eagerly,

I have fitted z Plastiro KMini Ccntest on the starboard cabin
puiknead, close to the hatchway. I fits nicely, without deforming the

Regarding navircaticn lights, 2 comtined port/sterboard light on
the pulpit and a sternlight on the pushpit or small mast aft (for those
without) plus a white masthead light for use under power would be idezl.
For these with big batteries, red above green lights on the mast just
avove the spinaker halyard block would be nice. If the boat is to be
used within the Thames Conservancy area a switch must be placed so as to
isolate the battery. Charging of batteries from the Yamaha bLhp outboard
with the addition of the charging coils and rectifier can be effected.

¥iring this up to the boat's electrical system is straipght forward.



Cne other modification I have made is to
anchor locker tc ease opening in colder weather when fingers are numb.
I used an alumirium hardle costing 2Co from the local ironmonger.
Elwyn J.x.williams,
kounslow,
Kiddlesex.

zd's revly) I fcllowed your advice on choice of cecrrzass and

mounting Elwyn and it works a treat. The Flastimc deesn't apnear to suffer

any deviciiocn from the starboard winch.
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tc the Internationzl Regulaticns fo

only be reguired to show sidelighte ''when precticablz'". In other w
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© will Tte guite in order tc carry one masthead lantern cemtining a white

4

all rcuncer for uses under powsr or when at anchor and a tricclour for

Thanzyou for the newsletter which I fcundé most interesting,
tut seomevhzt mouthwatering as I do not take delivery of my Swift until

L L_.e

aurust 28+
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I rurchasing the Swift for vottering abou® type cruising,

g

mainly on hclidays. I have been a hcliday dinghy sailor for about 20
years and have always looked forward to getting something a bit bigger.
The Swift seems ideal. Racing is not one of my interests. The cruising
Regattas appeal more than the Nationals.

I would be very interested in members' experiences with type
and location of a steering compass. (see Flwyn's letter atove - Ed.)
ac for lights - did you read a recent article in P.3.(C. on paraffin
lamps? Keeping batteries charged if you zare in the wilds of say lorth
West Scctland ~ my favourite haunt - is not always easy.

My boat is to be called Silver Gipsy.

Jew. (Bill) Cleaver,
Guisborcugh,

Cleveland.

kext Year Ler Vindermere

I spoke to our Commodore about your possible visit to windermere

next vear. Although he can't steak for fhe Mamaomemant CAmmitdan ha Fanl e~
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pcinted out tnat the club zave hosted the CueneVar. for = week's meeting
on 2 or 7 cccasicns. wnen you make your mind vr let me know end if tiere
ds anytining T can do I will.

Reith Bolifcrn (50327,

here are three of us in

th

a svriicare for our owift whicrh we have chrictencs Ragzle and mocred

[+

gt rutland 5:iling Club in Leicestershir:z, we like the idez of a regatt
cr: the horfolk Eroads in tne scring, but it might be difficult to commit

curselves aheaZ because us are freelance musicians. =nyway I'm

lignts etc, so let
David white,
Leling,

London w5,

- thanks fer newsleiter number 1. Kow tha® I have taken
delivery of my Swift and been afloat I must revlys

I am all for an asscciztion and would offer to do something
to assist. The technical side is my favourite, apart from pure sailing, so
I could run an ideas register or record, and prepare guidance from
other peorle's suggestions. wWith only two lzunches to date T am not
offering yet, but the mast raising/lowering needs an assist leg of
some sort.

I have named my Swift Teacuis after a Scottish lock where we
had an excellent stobover in a Drascombe Lugger. How about sail numbers?
John Charnley could regulate this but I suppese it is an extra for cost.
London meet - good idea since I work up here and live in Somerset.
Cruising rally next spring - very definitely please.

I keep Teacuis at home near Langport and hope to sail some
weekends into the cold season. I have an entry to R.M.Poole, so might see

you afloat.
Faddy Carr,

Lanrnort . Somerset .
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(ni's reply) Thanks Paddy. I think a Techrnical Secretary

o o v

would trove extremely useful in keeping ¢ record cf mexufacturer's

Turpcses are administerec by the RY..
They will allccate ycu & numter in the RID({Y series for £o, but ironiczlly
this price ccesn't include tre numbers tc stick cn your sails, and 1 fcund

[

readjy-made ores very expensive. In one set (ycu'll need four)

1 £ ~ [P e Moo
the firsct as stencils. reter Head,

vours does because it will go rusty. Send a stamped addressed envelere

to JCA for 2 new stainless steel plate. (iv) Holts have promised JCA to solve
the problem cf fzulty goosensck tracks which some ¢f us have exper ienced.
I sugrest if we've not heard by the end of November we a2ll pester the
long~suffering John C who'll ther bend Holi's ear on the subject.

Lzsgtly T understend 2 couple cf Swift owners have had
difficulties with their centreboard gear, end at least one has invented
a "bomb-proof! modificaticn. (Sorry, I know you phoned me, but my seive-
like brain can't remember your name). Plezse write to me with eny ideas,
grumbles or suggestions so I can pass these on to others.
Ané on the subject of owner-mods, let's have a prize for the
Best Swift Tip. Keep sending all your ideas to me, complete with photos
or sketches where epprcpriate, ancd I'll publish them in future newsletters

for everyone's benefit. Then at the and of '82 we'll decide which was the
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