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I. A.G.M. REPORT

The Annual General Mesting of the SI18 Association was held on January the 10th in
the West DBrompton Lounge, at the London Boat Show. Twenty-one members attended,
and with twelve postal votes, that meanl that 23 Swilts were represented. The
Secretary welcomed rthose present and thanked them for their interest.

AGENDA
Item 1 Secretary's Report

The %Secrerary said that 140 boats were registered as members out of o possibie
246 and that a ot of interest had been shown from new and future Swift owners via
lemg  telaphone rhats! A system of mail shots would be introduced to try and ger
more support for local rallies in the future. A members only tist will be introduced,

Item 2 Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer prescnted his accounts which are set out below :-

STATEMENT OF ACCOLUNTS

At Bank December 1986 £1703,90 {Current Afc £43.98)
Less Exp. vver Ino £1116.21 {Depasit Afc £543.71}
£ 587.69
1986 INCOME 1987 1986 EXPENDITURE 1987
£1096.00 Subscriptions £484,00 £549.231  Newsletter £712.30
£ 14.72 Sales £ 63.00 £ 96,81  Sundries £ BA.Z0
L 59.93 Interest £ 93.76 £ 4.24 Sec's Exp £ 11.40
- - - Subscriptions E108.00 £ 12.17  Treasurer's Exp. £ 21.89
fHonner Marine) £ 13.94  Trophies £ 13.75
£ 950 Trophies in stock - - -
£ 1811 Bank Charges £23.48
Expoenditure over £ 20,00 Solent Week - - -
Income £1116.21 £ 20.29 Lay Up Supper £ 27.89
Ties & Scarves £221.88
_ Burgees L 764.18
£1464.97 £1864.97

Stock in hand {Ties & Scarves)  al cost £156,.88
{ DBurgees 1wt cost L198,69

The accounts were accepied,

Item 3} Subscription Rate for '88

The: Treasurer proposed that the rate showld be raised to £8 again now that the
excess of btunds from last wear had heen ovencd out. It was agreed that £8 was a
reasonable rate. Thore wore no objections to the proposal.

Item 4 Appuintment of Yoluntary Officers

ful Tressurer/Membership Secretary - Ron Proce agreed o continue in both roies.

thl  Newslerter Pditor/Secrerary, Lawrence Peacock waz willing o combine the two,
il Techoici! secretary - Alan Muorphy was re-appointed.
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Item 5 Election of Regional Representatives .
All those who had offered to continue were re-elected:-

Peter Latham Midlands

Paul Smith Fast Coanst
Chrisz Clavton ; Lakes and MW,
Steven Hansen-Just Scorla

Lawrcnce Peacock proposed Archoer Baker to become Solent and South representalive,
Nigel Rennie seconded.
A represantative for the South West and Plymooth area is still required.

Item 6 Events for '88

N firm dare had been fiked for o Midland dinner ss Perter Latham wias away on
holiday, but it was expected to be in Morch as osual, it witl he confirmed os soon o8
pussible,

Keith Stubbs ex. Swift owner - now a Jagoar 2% owner would be willing - a5 a one
olf - to organise a rally in the southern part of noerth Wales, hizs presenr crusing
ground.

Paul Smith hopes to run an East Coast orally in late Junefearly July,

For the Solear wund South, & Solem Week wax suggested, maybe with a dinoer wn be
held o Yarmouth,  Alse a Bully to combine the Round the 1slamnd Race run by
Lymington Yachy Club as an open event possibly in June.

Arthur Baker proposed thar peoplo contact him so that he can find out which timo
is more popular for a venue.  Plus he would like more mformation on favourite local
haunts and harbours.

ltem 7 Presentation of Awards
The Swift Association Tankard. The award for the best modification, wos presented
{in his abscnce) te Jack Counscll for his Auxiliory Engine Mounting.

Sitvester Shield.  No award was presented for best log, as o reply from Mr Silvester

was not forthcoming.  Hope to have a result in the next newsletter,

2. ADMIN. NOTES

2.1 Subscriptions.  These are now duc at £8 a: agrecd ar the AJGM.

2.2 Association [tems. There are s§till some Burgees available ot o cost of £5.40
each, including postage.  Also Ties, gold strnipe on navy with o small logoe, ot E4
including postage. A new line mtrodeced ot the AGM. wias s practical neck scard
{not 8 head syuware] in dark blue wirth o white border and small lege - price B4
including postage,

2.3 Team '"88B. Mumes, addresscs and telephone numbers of your tewm ure listed on
the back page of this Mewsleteer.

3. EVENTS '88

3.1 Midland Dinner. There will not be a Pre Scasen Llinoer now due to o problem
with the venue,

3.2 Solent and South. The lollowing deas where discussed ot the AL,

A week's Solent Shulfle during which the Anoual [dinner might be held ot Yarmouth
{avecssible by forry for those who can't manage the week] eoither ar the BYS{ o
possibly in the form of o barbecuoe.
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Participation in {or perhaps getting in the way of) the Round the Island Race out of
Lymingtun {second week of Junch

A visit Lo the Folly Inn on the Medina which offers attractive menus and now has its
OWI Moarings.

n order to got as many boats as want to please drop a line to-

Arthur Baker, Spring Cottage, Box, Gloucestershire, GLE SHID
Telephone: {045 383) 2025; Work (045 383) 3490

Please state periods (weekends or weeks) you could be sailing, and where from. Bear
in mind that Caster is 1-4 April ond thut there are Bank Holidays un Mondavs 4 April,
2 and 30 May and 29 August,

2.3 Rallies. Il you wish company or have any ideas for organising meets why not
comtat  wour  local representative. Anyeone reguiring help from myself re: Mailshots
eli., oo hot hesitate te contact me - BEd.

4. TECHNICAL TOQPICS

First of all, my thanks to all those who have completed and returned the survey
lorm,  In this newsletter T will e reperting the preliminacy reselts of the survey
Iogethar with some information about the more scrious problems uncovered.  The
next edition will contain a further report of some of Lthe more detailed items.
I would still like to hear from those who have oot vot retarned the survey form.

IF YOU HAVEN'T DONE 50 THEN PLEASE COMPLETE AND SEND IT IN NOW.

4.1 Preliminary Survey Results

COut of the 145 forms which were sent out [ have received just 30, & return rate
of just over 209, This mecans that the comments reported below are derived from
a small percentage of Swift owners and therefore connor be construed as being
represcatative of all Swift owners, The statements below relate to just thoese owners
who have replied ond the results should not be tuken out of this context,

Basic _information

Al ages of Swiluvs are represented in the survey - in lact there s a fairly even spread

ol wpes. | odecided to groop them inte {our convenicnt age groups:-
Ape roup Number in survey Percentage of rotal
1 ey 75 g 30
TR k150D B 20
131 ro 24 8 27
MY anwares B 20
undelined 1 3

The mimbers of factary and kit hoats  are:-

Factary 21 TOn
kit Fi 23%
Dron't know 2 o,
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The putnher of engines and trailers reported were:

Engines Truilers
Yamaha 4 14 Aguatrailer 9
PMarina 4 ' 5 SB5 4
Tomns 4.5 | Bramber 5
Yamaha 5 2 Homebuile !
Evinrude b |
Marino 8 |

‘The split hetween day sailing und oruising was  approximately 509 oneh and  the
average number who sail in o Swift works out as 2.6,

Now for the problem areas, The following figures are the number of "YES' responses
in the carteguries listed:-

CATECORY Number of Yes Percentage of
replics
Flull 4 14
Centreboard 2} 67
Rudder i4 47
Rigging ] 31
Sails | 3
Exterior fittings 4 13
Interior fitrings 5 21
Fngine a 0
Trailer 1% 50

These figures show that the main problem  arcas are the centreboard, radder wnd
triiler,  We shall now take o closer look wl the two main problem wreas 1 bhope to
report on the other arcas im the npext newslelter,
]
Centreboard probletns
It s interesting rto naote that it is the newer Swifts which report the muosl
problems with the cenirebeard. The percentage of problems by wge group looks

like:-
Ape Group Fereentage within group
reporring g problem
1t 75 25
76 to 150 &7
131 o Zi0 75
300 onwards L]

[t is disturbing that, in the replies received abl boats fram the 300 onwards wge
group reported a contreboard problem,

Typical problems are: -
SLiff operation A tmostly the earlier boots, before
the Thrust Roce upgradel

Fallure of hWfting gear 7
[.eaks around mechanism |
Ocher problemy 4

The most serious problem ix the failure of the centesboard Ufting gear,  This
appears o be most prevalent in Lhe newoer boats fthe ones with the heavier
et reboord M



Brian Hormbrey (SO 307) wrote an interesting explanation of the problem and alse
provided a mechanically engineered =solution. Several others have experienced
similar problems - either the pins shearing or the triangular bracket coming loose
from the centreboard. Many thonks to thosse who sent in solutions, but Brian gets
lull marks for his thorough assessment.

This is clearly a serinous problem as surh & high proportion {23%) of the replies
mentton it.  Brian has offered tn look into whether he can supply upgrade kits
based on his design.  Is there anyone else who would like to volunteer for Lhis?
Mow owver to Brian.

First launch wus gt Ullswarer dn Spring of 1987 which was unevencful regarding the
keel mechanism.  Second lsunch wos on the Norfolk Broads and [ had difficulty in
lowering the kegl which had jammed inside the keel box, It was eventually freed by
winding about six twros back on vhe lowering screw, which, becauase the keel was
jammed, came up with the winding handle. This was then tapped lightly with 4 bluck
aof wooed until the keel freed iwsell and vhe screw dreopped back inte the thrust block.
I was very wnhappy with the 'thod' made by the keel as it was arrested, alse people
should e warned {0 keep Flogers away from the screw and thrust block becpguse forces
are produced which would easily sever fingers,  The remainder of the Norfolk Broads
holiday passod without further problems.

¥hen cleaning out the boat on retern to Cleveland, my wile nnticed that the keel
thrust besming was canted over to port and on invesdigation T found thar the
starboard connecting strap had pulled away (rom the bronze cross-head ngt. The port
side strap ways badly bent and only just hanging together at the cross-head.

As manufactured the winding gear left much to be desired snd contact with Honnor
Muring rapicdly produced @ set of replacement geasr plus o recommendation to modify
the fratler roller bed,

it appears that other Swift owners have had Lhe same problem  which can be
wgpgravated by longthy trailer journcys.  To overcome the proablem a wooden block is
secured af the stern cend top of the kecl box against which the rorracted keel hears,
This prevents the topered section of the keel becoming jammed at Lhe stern end.
To sccommaodate the new position of the retracted keel the stern roller wnder the
keel has to be lowered by one inch and the centre roller by approximately half an
incch,  The forward roller upder the keel remains unchanged.

Having expertenced this problem and read obour others having problems with the keel
winding geuar | have decided to cacrry out o study on the design,

Taking muments aboul the hinge pin and assuming the centre of gravity of the keel
Lo be 28 inches from ithe hinge pin keel weight of 373 pounds and the chesk plares
fi inches from the hinge pin, o storic force of 1,730 pounds is produccd ac cheek
plate with the keel {ully retrucied,  This force s further increassed ot the crosshead
pins by triangulation of the winding gear comnecting straps Without going ioto too
much detail, a freely swinging keel produces additional dynemic forces which can
vasily double the static load,

[ hove discussed my findings with Honnor Marine and Colin Svivester each  with
differing responses and reactions. Honnor Marine state that they produce the boat
under licence to an existing proven design,

Mo Sylvesier Believes thar in exeess of 300 bouts in regular use must confirm the
ariginal design s masloguate,
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As g marine engineer | have to disagree and 1 have firted the modified design, os
shown in the atiached sketches, to my boat which works perfectly and which I can

use with confidence.

BRIAN HORMBREEY (50307] el 0237-32463
Anvhody requiring further information should contact Brian,

Footpote W this centreboard problem:-

Meter Swallow (S0I50) used a pair of countersunk stainless steel muts and bohis o
replace 8 pair of sheared connectmg pins

‘Trailer Problems

It = difticult to discern any sge related pattern to the numbers of trailer problems
reported. The results are:-

Age Group Percentage within group reporting a problem
I 1o 75 55
T6 tor 150 50
131 o 230 8
300 onwurds 67

The types of trailer problems are:-
MNumber of reports

Brukes 4
FBearing Failure 4
Winch 1
Twres l
Ceneral Corposion l
Brake Judder |
Louose Nuts and Dolts !
Juckey Wheel @ailure |
Raising Handle Fouels Handbroke |

The main causes of complumnt are mostly related to corrosion. [ goess that we have
Lo accept that proper trasler maintenanee s a vital necessity for us alll However
the Bramber trailer, as supplied to the 300 scrics Swifts seems o come in lor
parlticular criticism. It seems from the replies that this trailer may be inadeguate
l[or the weight that is carred.

I use the SBS wrailer and huwe had oo problems with i, even though it has been into
e sea about 30 rimes each season and | trailed it to Yugoslavia and back  last
summer, It does have bigger tyres than the other trailers bot 1 have not found this
to be real disadvantage when luunching,  The larger tyres are an advantage for the
loneer riul joUrneys.

The overal]l weight carried by the trailer has concerned me recently and onc day lost
aqutann | attempted to oweigh "Tiger Lily™ using a thick plank, two pieces of broom
handle to pive o 501 foree reduction onto the biathroom scales. | was very SUTprised
when my caloubation: indicated that the olt-up weight of the boat, its Ccouipment  dand
trogler was about 2,800 Ibs. It seems from this that we should be using w traler
with @ rewscnsble amount of contingency.  This coming season [ oshall use o public
weighlidpe o get o better dden of (he all-up weighi, Has oany one else weighed
taesie it 1 weould he owery dnrerested ot know owhat ronge of lowed weights are in
Lisee,
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4.2 Storm damage {16th October 1987)
Six bouts out of the 29 replies reported some cffects from last autumn's severe
hurrieane.

Two boat: were liteed fromn their trailers but saved from  severe domapge Iy Lhe
docking arms. One bomt aawd trailer was tarned onto irs side, suffering superficial
Ju g e, Three  boats, al in the  Porlsmownb/Chichester  harbour aress, were
overturtied on drying moorings.  These were moored with centreboards raised  and
when Lhe storm struck ihoy were turned over, Peter Swallow's description in Lhe bast
newslerter tells the sorey story.

The lesson for Swift owners is o use  non-drying moorings  and o Lo leave the
centrebonrd down,  1f wvou must ouse a drying mearing then only adoosoe g sheltered

pusitiod,

4,3  Further Request for Survey Forms

Well that's all from me for this edition plewse romember o send mo vour suarvey
form of vou have not alresdy done so. In the nex cdition Uowill report o some ol
the other problem areas and also on your favoorile modificutions, your  hikes,
dislikes and the chanses vou would ke Lo see

ALAN MURPHY {s0217}

5.  CRUISING CEHIATTER

5.1 Cornish 1loliday

After @ groat dend of day dreamting and planning [the two frequently  indistinguishuble)
the Crick famite in "Silver Lining" and vhe Probyn family m "elise mel in Cornwall
for & fortnight arcund the Fal esiuary and Helferd Rivero Some might consider the
sailine tame hut with ages trom scven upwards we bave (o meer g range of demoundds

and =puns of altentuen.

Anvone heading in this direelion could do ne better than obtain the "Sailing and
Bouting Cude  to the Fal Arca" (£1 Ualmouth Chamber of Commerce]  wheeh s
absolutelv stuffed with infermation.  This, and [Imray Charts Y57 and Y458 complewed
vhe eesential documentation and we orossed the Tumar Bridge with neowrouble from
Cusinmas!

From discussions at the Bost Show and "The Guide™ we had chosen as oour buse the
licele port of Melor, mtand from Falmooth, o decision we had no cause Lo regrel,

The trip down en Saturdiy was uneventfid wnless you count re-timing the dgnition ot
dawn o oa Little Chef car park {1 hive changed  my  garagell amd owe arrived
mid-morning to Tig the boat at leisure (twice - forgnt the wind vane again) and rto
taunch on the oscellent concrete slips Hdn't consider Lhe parking chirges particulurly
cheap {car C10 pow., trailer £7 pow,] bul the atmosphers is reluacd and helpful oned
thare are some useful apd plessantly unsophisticated  facilities on site. The livrle
church by the harbour s very old aod  the churchyard,  with many loeal  narmes,
provides o tantilising glimpse into the pase Mylor Yoocht Club was most hospituble
and guite happy tir aceept the children.  We enjoyed u briel sail over 1o S0 Juast
Roseland betfure roturning to o swinging mooring af Mylor for the nighu.

Sunduy  dawned calm as o millpond and Fmily and Ben had oa row o the dlingliv,
sattably  tethersd o Silver Lining, before the Proben Family arvived. Ve Launched



Flelise on the afiernoon tide and the men went for oa jolly an "The Roads" before we
all retired toe the Yacht Club.  Whilst there we telephuned BBC Radio Cornwall (104
FM) Lo abtain their very useful schedule of weather forecases,  With inshore emphasis,
tide times, and shipping movements these were infinitely more useful than shipping
forceasts.  We did try Marinccall but couldn't pump money in fast enough!

o the moming we sailed to the visitors pontocn in Falmouth for provisions  and
tourism befors taking a glorious evening sail across 1o pick up moorings tn 5t Muawes
for the might.  Five stars were immediately awarded to S0 Mawes 5,00 Tor comton,
hospitality and showers,  This was to be the Tirst of several visits!

By prior arrengement we had o dawn {ish] stwrt onm the Tuesday Lo take the tide up
the Percurl River, 16 was sacrilegious o moter but it was only after turning round
at Perewit that we could hoist sail snd ghost back dawn. The river fand the morning)
wits stunniogly beawtifol but the splendour of Lhe moment was lost to junior crew whe
staved ubed. On impuolse we then headed aoff e Helford River enjoying o creuming
reaach sl {4 wo anchor off Durgun beach for crabh fishing and o stroll ashorce,

As s wften happens the wind had piped up for our return ond we hud o faiely hairy
trip in what we convinced ourselves was 18 back o the visitors pontoon in Falmourh.
We dhid slay there atll the following day and most of the Thursday uws @ genuine {7
came throogh but we retrieved the cars from Mylor and visited Puoldark Mine and
other spots on the tourist trail. | took the oportunity to have a third reef {the
"ehicken reef"t put in the mainsail by the kocal satlmdker.

We  didn't wvisit the posh Falmouth Morima but oo oword or two about the Visitors'
Fontoon,  Dusicully  inespensive, with o helpful lody atrendant during our visits, the
Iertbis are a short walk away from cither the public loos or o strange unisex shower
aned toiber tocked Lebind the Fishermans Co operative Restroom,  This ablution Tacelity
is very busic but does have a chomical toilet sump tund the copacity Tor unsuspecung
fellow sailors to emerge fram the shower to give the wife and kids something 1o
lauph aboutd) but vhe route there from the boat pusses between the alfresco tables
Hotwn pubs Heing casily embarrassed T ofound the best time to stroll along with the
thunderbucked was about 4 a.m!

Cur next trip was upriver past vurioos mothballed merchantmen to Malpas, abowt T4
miles shorr of Troro. We hod intended o go Lhe full way but our local infa, gainad
tram Yacht Club  chars, led ws oy believe  that the  Jast stretch owas pretry
untnleresting unless vou  enjoy  drving out o tep of o shopping 1rolley  alongside
Teseos! Wi returned dewnstream to the pretty Smupglers Cottnge ar Tolverne tthey
have moonngs) and staved for the evenng barbecue.  Sounds good hut che diseo boats
arrived and the scene became somowhat less than idyllic!

In the morniog we explored another side creek for breakfast in perfoect stillness - the
only movement being the prolfic birdlite,  Might  tound oz onee again soog in 5l
Wowens,

On Sunday we achieved snother ot oar fargets - a iy sandy beach just by St
Anthony's Flewd Lighthowse, B rare for we Solent folk to see the anchor settle
on the botdom o silvery sand, A beaatiful spor although open o South West,  Afler
swimming and sunbahing we Deaded Tor the Helford River agamn ond wook drying
moorings lor the night off the Yachr Club in Parth Navas creek from its publicity
we il Buailt oup high capectations of this establishment  which, in reality, huad the
avconmtmodation and smbience of o garden shed! 1t was o popular eating spot though
and it lour tables  were fully booked, seomingly for nights ohead,  Definitely o
curiosily - with o petral pump,

Similarly  unconventional g Gweck, ab the head of  novigation in the Tlelford River,
which v reocloed bvoo wildly meardering ehannel oinng what appears to be o hroad
and e river, Daphac de Mawrier™s "Frenchmions Creek™ jains rhe south shore and
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cun e explored at high water. Gweek Quay- is an extraordinary place {for those of
us wsed Lo the "plastic parks” of the Solent) and offers o maritime museum, pub,
shop, a fascinating ond inexpensive "tea reom” {"anything on the menu - anyuime of
day"l and, of course, the famous Seal Sanctuary. Cuor first low tide found Silver
Liniag dried out at an aldrming angle in the keel trench of the smack which normally
occupied the herth, her rigg ng upcomfortably close o the crosstress of Helise.

A detailed survey of the whole length of extremely uneven granite quay identified
no more comfortable berth so it was decided that we would hold the boats far enough
out from the yuay Lo settle squarely across the trench, The idea was ultimatels
successful but ntidnight found two men - one forward, ooe aft - aguietly sertling the
world to rights over a beer or two, boot hooks in hand, looking fur all the world, like
a pair of concrete gnomes.  Why is it that when you are (rying to cotch the last of
the slipway the tide gushes ont - but when you wanl it to go it takes forever?

After our return from Oweek to Mylor we spent rather more time in the car visiting
Trure, Pendennis Castle, and the earth satelite trackmg station to Goonhilly Dowo
(fascinating!) having only short sails in Currick Roads before setting out for home on
Friday.

Undoubtedly we enly scratched the surface of the area. There are many more creeks
and anchorages inside the estuary and a4 whole range of bays and tiny hurbours sloeng
the coast which should be tenable in the right weather.  Fowey, the pext major
harbour costwards is within 8 days sail, S0 much to do but so little time.

5.2 The Last Diary of Keith and Zlata Stubbs on Board 8025 (Tatranka I}

Pefore we begin to explain the rather dromatic heading abeve, 1 {Keith as skipper)
would like to look over some of the past years spent on board Totranka o cruising
some of the bast waters arcund the LUK,

Most of wvou will be of the impression rthat Tatranka 1T was Ullswater based, this s
far from true. Only the {irst  two years were in fact spem oo Ullswater whers, ]
suppose, you could say - "We learned the ropes”, during which time 1 went to night
school for ses navigatien to finally pick up my Skipper's ticket and luter at
Fleetwood MNoutical Colicge, Zlata ond ! opassed our Y.H.bo radio exam. Oniy then
did we decide 10 go to sco.

I3uring our time on Ullswater, we met, snd made, many good friends and | hope many
of you still have fond memories of the "Lakes Laugh In". | for one had a firse class
rime and most certainly won't forget the dinner alterwards,

"ve got another "Laugh Tn" for vou Switties but more of thut later,

After Ullswarer - we jomed the Blackpon) and Fleetwond Yacht Club, where, alas,
it was not really our scenc.

Racing up and down the River Wyre amongst the 40 fouters and just getting hack
as the bar closed {when they'd been back for (he opening) wuas bot Tor me. - People
whe can spend £9,000 oo a suit of =ails every weor, and boast spending, at least,
£19,000 overall - then I'm in rthe wrong lcegue,  Bur o racing is not for w1 any
event, %o oafter one season we resigoed and really weni cruising.

We found o place m the south of North Wales, midway  between Barmouth and
Portmadog, namely Shetl [sland (Mochras in Welshl where woe put down a mooring und
have beern there over since.
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It's a most pleasant place. A harbour and lagoon with leading lights, fully sheltered,
enclosed, and dries out.

Our weekend sailing car take ws te a choice of ports - Barmouth, Pwellbeli -
Portmadog or Aberdovey. We arrive Iriday night, usually sampling a few beers in
the local at Llanbedr, namely the Victoria Horel "where we take our leave at around
22,00 - 23.00 hours either rowing or walking to our yacht depending on the tide state.
"No o that's not from the Vies front door, T hear you say", sleep on-board and take off
on the tide the following day.

There are lots of Delphins in this area and on many occasions we have them an our
guarters for some miles

In 1886 wec planned a good holiday aboard Tarranka 1 oand sailed south.

We leflt our mooring one Saturday morning in July for a 2 weeks sail south to just
keep sailing o see how far we could gec.

Our Mirst step was Barmouch, o short Jeisurely sail, but can be a difficutt harbour o
navigate. We dined on-bourd and spent the evening in Barmouth Yacht Club, a club
we've spent some good evenings in previousy. '

We set off the following moerning for Aberayron arriving too early for the tide into
the barbour so we sailed oun to New Quay  anchoring in the bay, This was an
nppurtunity o take on provisions,  We arrived in Aberayron harbour some 3 hours
lznter,

Abhcrayran Horbour is guite smalt and difficult to make out from seaward, we sailed
up and down three times before finally picking out the entrance with the uwse of
binoculars.  On arrival we were waved intg a 907 corner up against @ wall opposile
the Yacht Clubh by a lefllow who, T later was introduced to as the Commodore. A
gredt evening was spent at the Yacht Club and the Commodors gave us his key for
the Yacht Club's front door so we could have a shower in the morning

This open house, hail fellow well met comradery, is unique to cruizing sailors of small
harbipues in this part of the country.

As sopn as we were afloat in Lhe merning we set sail for Fishguard,  En-rouste
passing Cordigan Bay we picked up a school of Dolphins which stayed alongside for
3 miles showing off their ptayful antics, They disappeared just as quickly as they
arrived, oot to be seen dagoin

We arrived in the old inner harbour of Fishguard and tied up alongside the wall just
inzide the entranve.  Again a drying barbour of which, all arc along the west coast

At onighl we managed to find the front door of the Yocht Club without oo much
difficulty (Thank God for these watering hales and the ability (o navigate themh
Tomorrow was (o e o big sajl and not withour its hazards, so, what better place
than from the Yacht Club to get good advice on the trip

We were mtroduccd to the retired, white bearded ex-coxswain of the lifcboal who
guve us the necessary info, "You leave two hours hefore high water Fishguard™.

The following morming, two hours before HWW. (If my mind serves me well, it was
05.00) we sailed for Solva. Well, we gor os foar ox Strumble Head and one hour later
weoowers stilloor Srrumble Flead bartling aguingt o heavy sea and tide, 1 went out
to sed huping to find o slack to no avail, %o back to Fishguard.
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That evening we retired to the Jocal to drown our serrows only to reabise, that had
we managed to get round Strumble Head, we may have met disaster through Ramsey
Sound. Ah well,

During this sobering thought and another pine of bitter, in rushed the present day
R.N.L.l. returning from @ practice run at sea. One hour laer | was chatting up the
Coxswain, "who gave you that bum info" he said, "a chup al the Yacht Cub" [ said.
Well after asking me my top speed, size of craft, he proferred the following - "You
leave two hours after high water and keep close in, the tide will take you down with
it at about 5 knots, arriving Ramsey Sound to pop through without preblems".  Well,
tomarrow [ can stop in bed till 08,00,

We woere off st 09,00 and reached Strumble Head - What a difference - no battling
against heavy seas or tide, {we were on engine - no wind for two days) it was just
like a fast Mowing mill pond.

The chart showed over folls seome miles north of St Dawvid's Head,  What an
experience. If [ say that the yacht was lost between troughs, mast and all, it would
be an understatement.  It's a arip | won't forget,  Bur [ might add was guite safe.
The Swift can do it

We arrived Hamsey Seund and | could see threuph the bineculars, a white line of
water runmimg from the mainland to the west coast of Ramsey Island.  Deyond this
line of white water vou couldn't see. The pilot gave o clean cut passage through
Ramsey Soured and it's rhe only =afe path to take,  So here we were hortling up to
the mow or never point, a decision had to be made.

The hand bcaring compass was brought mto play and at theo precise reading - 1t was
now or never - the helm was put hard over and the Pilot course steered, ib owas 1o
Lbe the Sound.

We passcd over this white ribbon of wuter into another world steering a course for
whe "Bitcheos” which were visible rocks off the lsland shere to o point where cowrse
was altered again fur a mark, on the muinland.  The water in the Sound was flat
calm and eerie.  Ferie in the sense of no sounds and yer the water was boilling us
though huge bubbles were bursting over s surface leaving huge circles ol frothy
watcr at it's edges - und these cirlees being 100 yards ocross fastened together and
the vacht gliding over the top without wsny metion except, when crossing from one
burst bubble to anuther and this turbulance anly came via the rudder.

We came out of the Sound like a cork from a bottle - this Coxswam bad got
right.  Our speed had been so fast {without [og at hand T have no record) hut say,
ride T5 knots, engine speed T 4 - 5 knots.  You can see we were moving I dn
remember we only used one quarter of fuel than should have been tor Lhe distance.

After that it wus oot long before we arrived in the pool, just after the entrunce, ot
Solva.

We wailed for the tide at anchor in the pool and decided o investigute Lhe inner
hurticur which is long and morrow by taking the tender as far oas the tide would
allow,

We decidod where to pick up 2 vacant mouoring and roworned to the yacht to wail,
Solva is supposed to Le w beautiful place - to us it was a bit of 2 dead hole - but
it takes all sorts and to some | suppose it may well be. frocerlamndy s well

proteclied against storms.

Leaving on the morning tide we heoaded ool mto St Brides Bay - crossing Sr DBrides
1 was alarmod to find aur course pot running rue. The rides onoour West Coastoore
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pretty notorinus and do in most cases take some getring o grips with.  However, the
course stesred with correction laid off we were still renning well off courze.  We
took more bearnmgs and updated every 5 mins, until we got it right and we really
were on course for Skomer [sland., During all this updating, we passed a small whale
going MNorth - 1'm sure he did'nt have any problems with navigation.

Onee around Skomer we pasced becween Skomer and Skokholm Istand - Round St Anns
Head and into Milford Haven, past Dale Peoint and into Tale itself picking up a
mooring buoy.

Fng was forecast for the day after and true to form it arrived.  We therefore
decided 1n take annther day's forced stop ond took advantage of this secaward fog to
matoer up o Milford Haven as far as MNeyland returning to Dale late afternocn.

The fellowing morning was o bit iffy as far as the [orecast, however, we decided to
push of f bround {or Tenby.

We had an uneventful trip arriving off Tenby dropping ancher and waiting for the
tide. Soon as the tide ullowed we were up azlongside the inner wall.

Tenby ton, 5 a small harbour used mainfy by tour craft operators lerrving to and
from Caldy lsland, hut very picturesgue.

The following doy we were to set off Lo Swansca bur with a band of fog strung out
across one headland to the other we decided against it.  Instcad, we motored north
Lo Saundersfoot where we staved for the remainder of the weck.

Wwe made arrangements with the Harbour Master ond  left the vacht in the inner
harbour for Two wocks,

Two wecks later we returned with the trailer and oo the incoming tide took Tatrank:a
I out. On oor journcy to Shell Islund, 1 realised we coold probably get Tatranka 11
nit her mooring on the same cide - This we did by the skin of our teeth.

This wear 1987 (it could be last ycar when you read this! we tralled the vacht to
Scotland for o osail to rhe Iskes of the Inper lebrides

luunching was at Loch Creran Moorings, o few miles north of Oban, A more kindly
couple who own the slip and moorings you will not lind - their fees are more chan
modest ond [ could not recommend a hetter place.

Well, that said we slipped our moorings one day later, and motored {(no wind] out of
loch Creran inwe the nerth end of Lynn of Lorn rounding the north end of Lismore
Islund wnel then soulh west down Loch Linnhe heading for the tip of Rubha an Ridire.

When about one third of the way o Rubha an Ridire down came the proverbiol
"Seateh Mist" which had been threatening for some tima. However, witheur mishap
we reached our destinarion at boch Aline anchoring at the South East end and “make
camp” for the night ond what a night. Rain came down m stair rods.

The merning saw a bettor day and weighing ancher we ser off up Lthe Soumd of Mull
fowr Tobermory.

Great  voachting centre Tobermory, with wachls from all over the world, ULSA.,
France, Goermany, Sweden, vou name it, A good place for provisions - water and
Fuel.

After te-vitalling the yacht, we spent a good evening ashore in one aof the Harels,
the "Mishnish",
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Slipping our mooring we picked up the day Before we set sail bound ter Muck, Eipgg
and Rhum,

The wind really did pick up here.  After rounding Ardnamurchan Point owe simply
taced, on a reach, coorse sec for Mo k.

Whilst a great sail in the Atlantic, Muck was no great deal, so we poassed it close
bv and on to Eigg.

We entered the open harbour between the mainland and the small island at the sowtih
east end where we took o bresk ashore,

Rowing ashorce through seme small lagonns we were aware of the black heads popping
up all around only to pop bark again and pop up somewhere else. Yes we were
gotting the full inspoction recatment from the resident seals

On the mainland there s o large statue, on a hill overlocking the sca, | prosume it
s hrist,

We spent two hours ashore then back o the yacht with our very own oscort, prahahly
making sure we left.

Sails hoisted we were off again with the weather lockimg mare threatening in the
farm of big blark clauds. The wind increascd and we were running at 5 knots plus
aneross the Sound of Rhom.

We were abnout half wav across the Sound when there wus another coming froem
Zlata in the Form of a panic cry. "Oh my God, look there"! A large whuale was on
il's way south blowing off its water spout after cvery dive,

well, I'm glad to say it carried on without possing the time of day. [ don't envy
Tenah.

Arriving at the eotrance of Loch Soresort a black hoed came over Eigg from the
west, It wus o rush to get the sails down and lied and Lhe ongine started before
it hit ws.

We pressed on oup the Loch, cverything  gomng well whoen the oengine  starred 1o
shudder and the speed hanting.  The wind and rain was lashing down and | thoughte,
"This is all we need”.  Well in short, [ coutdn't belicve my eves when Slitn looking
over Lthe stern exclaimed, "Look at these".  There was rthe engine problem. There
must have been tens of thousands of them.  The entrance e the Loch was one solid

and 1 mean solid - just like frog-spawn - mass of jellyfish.  The prop was shoing
through one huge jelly,

We ran out of this mass about 100 yards later and into clear water - what 3 relicf,

By the time we'd had dinner - the wind snd rain tead abated and the bBloc skics re
appeared to Zive us o balmy night.

We were anchored next to oa 37 foor bvasion, Kotch rigged, flvimg the German ensign
and, on going ashore we overhauled the crew of same - two off, inoa blow up dinghy
- to some wise cracks from these two gents (bur all in good humour).,

On shore we iotrodoced oureselves and all went for o good hike o strerch oor legs
We ull bowghl some cans of beer from a house-come-shop thar was open, hur looked
closed, if vou know what | mean, not for frow Kinloch Castle - Row there's o Castle
for vou - looks litke i1 was Buile a Tew hondeed vears age - Tat in foct, built just
vestorday by a strange (cllew with too much meney,



17

Aflter dinner we were invited on board the German vessel fur drinks - very nice -
Imported Cognac & pleary, with fresh coffee to follow, We made it down their stern
ladder and into our tender - hack to our yacht without getting wet. Not bad eh.

The marning brought a force 5 from the West and we wook off dewn the loch on oo
poasewing with the jenny whiskered out under full canvas.

The rtide wus running through the sound and with the wind across it, it was making
a heavy sen. We were bound Tor Loch Isleornsay.  The fsle of Sky.  Rounding the
south tip of Sky was a liltde hairy and soon we were reefed down.  Sailing up the
LSooned of Sleat we ran through o number of rain sgualls which, aL times, were victous,
They persisted right into the loch.  Once again ir cleared ver again and we had a
clear, but windy, blue sky.

Mo osonner had o we dropped anchor we had s osurprise visit from the customs men in
their dinghy. Theit veszel lying at ancher not too lar away,  After many questions
they lefr.  lFunny really, in Tobermory there were many yachts flying the "Q" flag,
never to be honoured a  wvisit from  the customs men - well Lhat's lile.  This
phenomenn is nob uncommon to us when out sailing - 1o Swifties look a bit shifty,
ey w1 rhink?

We had dinner ashore in the local Holel for a change, o one off for ws this, wou all
know by now we are the "pormet vacht™. | wish we hadn't bothercd. To say the
least, iU was awful

We lefr in the morning for Loch Moidart of which there sre two entrances, Nerdh
and Scuth.,  We had an uneveotful (eip sailing a litle and on engine a lirtte,  We
¢hese the North entrance oand [omuost osay it looks impossible. Mone of these passages
should be artempted without Pilot information, even with it rhis entrance seemed
impossible. Onee inside it was the maost heautifel of our entire trip Iin our opinion.
Mot to be missed

We woere o leave the following moerning but the weather forecast gave gale warnings
which howled everhead most of the night without hargly a stis at water levell A
well sheltercd loch.

{lnme the morping, G500 [ remember, | awoke te a hush. The wind had dropped
bexfore ats forecasted time.

After ‘aving there for another half hour thinking I'd been robbed of another davs lay

il anchoer 1 realised we had to be out of the foch no lawer than 08,00 hours if we
ware Lo gel out this morning's tide.

Within the next {ive minutes, we were off and out mto the sca agein belore the
deadline. We hadn't been on our way lor long, when it happened. Down come the
fog - a pea-souper.  We motored on for hours when Zlata remarked "The engime keeps
makimg o Tenny ooise".  The funoy noise was in fact Ardnamurchan Pomt fog horn
which wuos o welcome sound.,

toven theugh the Tog horn soundod cvery B0 secs, when steering eyes glued 1o the
compass B0 secs s @ long time and 1 romomber well we were smack bung under
the horn when it sounded off. 1 con telb vouw, 1 left my scat by & ins. and broke out
ity o swedt,  Well, we did make Tobermory and agoin picked up o mooring buuy,

By morning the fhg had dispersed and we soiled off (o visit Loch Droma Duidbe,
Mome osome aav Lhis s o beawtiful loch  well, it may hove been the tyvpe of day, but
Zlata ang | oweren't oo impressed. Soowe motored oot eguin and went onoup Loch
Sunart o Swlen Bay,



18

We spent a good night at Salen, buving Salmen Steaks and King Prawns from the
shack on shore which i also the Chandlers and spending an evening in the loral Hotel
sampling their best hitters.

Now, one thing I've not mentioned is, the Vampires of the night here in Scotlund.
1 mean, of course, rthe midges. There are midges and midges bur until vou've been
biteen by these, don't ever complai- aguain

The morn, it was up anchor and back to Tobermory [or another night - Good place
Tobhermory. After another good night in the local and ancther gond night's sleep on
board we should be readv for the trip back wo Loch Creran.

We left Tobermory in & good blow, but right on the nose. We wetre close hauled and
had to tack all the way to another Salen on the south side of the Sound of Mull
where we had lunch tied to a wisitor's bucy then off again to Loch Aline for the
night.

In the morning the wind had dropped and we ook oft down the Sound, through the
averfalls South lhast of Eileen Rubhe sn Hidine, and on to pass between Lismore
mainland and the small island south of lismore - up the south east side of |ismore
ame] inta Loch Oreran,

Within che hour of arriving the yacht was back on its trailer. A good night's sleep
and we were back on the road again

Dwring our cruise around the inner Hebrides we were told of yachrs whe, for yeoars,
had come as fur as Tobermory waiting for the correct weather poattern (o pass
Ardnamurchan Point, which can be notorious, without success. Well, 1 odon't know
what constitutes 4 good weather pattern in their eyes, ours was ngt good, so, perbaps,
they want a fow days calm.

We've spent rhree wecks sailing the Clyde and one week in Seprember the Solent,
and | can say chere is no finkr sailing thon the lstes, [F it's the last thing youo do,
youl must give this croising ground @ visit.

The cssence of this wrote up really, 5 to show vou Swift owners the potential of the
Swift vacht.

In the right hands, the Swifu can manage most the weather can offer, within reaszon.
I don't think I'd like to be out in a 10 or a Hurricane.

Mow  alas, the redson tor the rather dramatic heasding,. We have parred with owr
Swift for bigger things Mot without sadness wuos this parting, She was pur home,
our second home, and has afforded us & pleasure that | hope whosoever sajl in her
herecon will also enjoy, with God's help, to the full,

We are now the ownors of the Delux Jaguar 2% and with God's help we will continue
sailing the Irish Sea and who knows where next.

What about this other laugh in | hear vou say. 'l organise o sailing weekend in my
cruising area Ffor all Swifties. A long weckend {3 days) on similar lines as the Lakes
Laugh In, and if it's a success, | don't mind becoming the represcntative for Woles
and run a show cach year. Thal's if you don't mind a Jaguar in vour midst,

a0 how abour at?



6. FROM THE POST BAG

6.1  —-Just a oate to let you koow that | bhave sold my Swift to Mr. P.W. Rickard
---Caoopers Hill, Gloucester,

You will be interested to know thar | contacted him through the Swift Newsletter,
many thanks.

| enjoyed sailing my Swift hut 1 am getting ne vounger and it wus becoming racher
a chore, so when | saw the notice in the Newsletter | decided to sell. 1 am fairly
certain that my Swift subscription hus olready been paid, if so please retain it as o
donation,------

Yours sincorely,

Harald Dale.

.2 ---Inscrting my name and telephone number in the December Newsletter did the
trick:  Five owners contact me and | purchased the second bost | saw. [ am now
the proud owner of 5 141 the previous owner being Mro Dale from Cark - in -

Carrmel, Cumbria.

[ would lthe to join the Swift owners Association and  will write to Ron Pruce
nccordingly----.

Mr. Dale kindly guve me several back numbers of the Newsletter - they will be 3
Lxeram,

Yours sincercly,

Peter Rickard.

.3 -1 am writing to ackpowledge rcooipe of the Swift |8 Tankard. It was a
pleasant surprise wnd | feel honoured to receive it---Hopimg for an improvement on
the last three summers:

Regards,
Jack Counsell (S037)

.4  ——-BHlack Jack's sprav hood has Gecome very discoloured wund rhe windows are
all cliudy.  We have ordered another from:-

Action Fabries,

Shamrock Quay,

William Streed,

Norrham,

Routhampton,

501 190 tel. 0703 J2655

i owhite FLV.C, which will gost about £100.

Thiz inctudes a protective sleeve for when the hood is folded flut, which we hope will
extend ity life and stop the windows from clouding over.

Peter and Didie Bucknall (5O132]
h.2  —--Mr. Ken Gummersan s Iooking for a Swift 18, if snvone can help please
contuct Ken at the tollowing oddress:-

13 Craigmount Thive, Edisborgh, FHT2 BN
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