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Item 2 Subscription Rate for '89Q

“The Treasurer proposed that the rate should stay at £8. There were

no objections to the proposal.

Item 4 Appointment of Voluntary Cfficers

(a) Treasurer - - - Ron Pruce was willing to ccntinue until end of vear.
(b) Newsletter Editor / Secretary - - -Lawrence Peacock will continue in
both roles, but would like to hand over by the end of the year.

(¢) Technical Secretary - - —-Alan Murphy was again re-appointed.

Item 5 Election of Regional Representatives

Paul Smith - -East Coast - - willing to continue.
Peter Latham - -Midlands - - willing to continue.
Scotland - - - volunteer reguired.
Lakes & N.W.- -volunteer requirec.

Nigel Rennie - South Coast - elected in again.

S.W. & Plymouth - volunteer required.

Item 6 Events for '89

A West Coast Rally ( Scotland) will be organised by Lawrence Peacock for
Mid May.

Paul Smith hopes to organise at least one East Coast meet - maybe August
or September.

Nigel Rennie suggested the Round the Island (Isle of Wight ) Sail and
Power Race - as did Micheal Spencer - both of whom entered 2 years ago.
Nigel also suggested a Spring Bank Holiday Solent Rally, and a Barbecue
in June. He stated that the Laying Up Supper should be organised earlier
in order to allow for any last minute hitches.

Mark Fawcitt (SO 313) mentioned that in July Benfleet Yacht Club hold a
Nor/Est Race in the Medway ? More details later.

Brian Hormbrey (SO 307) showed interest in the Scottish week and/or the
Round the Island Race. He also suggested a rally on the Lakes, Winder-

mere or Ullswater, at some time.

Item 7 Any Other Business

Alan Murphy stated that he required more input from members i.e. response
for Cruising & Launching Guide was very poor.
Paul Smith suggested that members submit their ideas for launching and

trailing of Swifts.



The CuestTion was ra
were satisified with tne iayout, anc it was agreed that the format would
De unchanged.

“he Treasurer mentioned that o zanvone interested there were still
Surgees, Scarves and Ties in stock.

Would members remember *to put their S0 number on all correspeondence. Also

[P

if selling their boat, please leT Uus Know I0 whom.
It was suggested by Chris O'Brien (30 319) that a2 Sail intec Southampton

Zoat Show en masse, might be an idea

ct

O promote The Swift issociztiorn.

s

To further promote the 518 Lawrence reacock was willing <o send an arzicle

~o the Practical Boat Owner on the merits of <he boat and The Association.

2. ADMIN. NOTES

2.1 Subscriptions These are now due at 28 as zgreed at the 4.G.M.

2.2 Association Items There are still some Burgees available at a cost

of £5.40 each, including postage. Also Ties, gold stripe con navy with a
small logo, at £4.00 each, including postage. A neck scarf (not a head
square) in dark blue with a white border and small logo, price £4.00

including postage.

2.3 Team '89 Names, addresses and telephone numbers of your team are

listed on the back page of this Newsletter.

2.4 Membership Information Update Enclosed with this Newsletter is a

form which I hope everyone will fill in and send back as soon as possible,
to help update our membership list.

3. EVENTS '89

3.1 Scottish Week 13th -20th May Janet and I will be travelling up on

Friday - Saturday, hopefully arriving at Creran Moorings, Barcaldine, Oban.
on Saturday(13th) afternoon. Anyone interested in joining us for all or
part of that week please contact me. An itinery will be produced nearer

the time. We were sailing in these waters in 1986 and found them exhila-
rating. 1f anyone needs their appetite whetting more just turn to Doug

and Alison Angus (SO 126) summer '86 Log in NL26.

Lawrence Peacock (S0 125)



3.2 Solent and South

For some strange reason i was voted back 1nto tne hot seat for
Tne Solent and South area. £s many ©I 0u Xnow my ‘2D Keeps me cn
the move, so we may be looking for someone else tc take on the Job
nextT vear.

Last October's laying up supper had to be cancelled due to lack
of response, although the vpostal stIrike was responsible for the late
distribution of information. - will be arranging another 'laying-up
supper this October and let's hcpe we can repeat The successes of
past rears.

Qur main stronghold seems To ke 'Zucklers Harcd' with about ten
Swifts in the trailer park, along with our other smaller groups
there is lots of scope for mini cruises in company, if only to the
Isle of Wight for the day.

I propose to arrange the following events:

MAY 27-29 Spring Rally.

June 10 Royal Lymington Yacht Club power and sail race
around the Isle of Wight (Lawrence Peacock liasing)

June 29 B.B.Q. Newtown river.

August 26-28 Bank holiday Rally.

October -—- Autumn meeting and laying up supper (to be confirmed
in the next newsletter).

So get them penned in your diaries!

The Spring Rally will consist of a meet up on Saturday evening
in The Island Harbour Marina, (% mile beyond 'Folly Inn' on Port
side of the Medina) Isle of Wight. On Sunday we will have to
exit the locked marina at about 0800 then move onto Yarmouth
(via a detour?) for the night. Dependant on conditions and crew

we'll decide on Monday's programme on the day.

On June 10th the Royal Lymington Yacht Club are holding their
Power and Sail Race around the Island, it is a race well suited
to the Swift 18 and Micheal Spencer in 'Rollo' won it two years

ago. Engines may be used for up to ¥ of elapsed time and the
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sTart 1z planneag
‘0 not be put off I you are noT into racing, IT's quite a low Key

fun day and it would be good <o see a good turn cut of Swifts,
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The Mid Summer tarbeque will be on June Z4th
in Newtown River, bring along your own fcod and dérirk and I'l1

sort out the 'tarbie'.

Zf you have any 1deas ICr events Cr Know ci zny events cI
interest to other Swift cwners let Lawrence Peacocck or myself
“NLOW SO we can pass ¢n the infeormation.

NIGEL RENNIE (S0 162)

3.3 A Plea From The East Coast

After a quiet 1988 season and a rather disappointing turnout for the
rally at Woodbridge (see seperate report), your Iriendly east-coast rep.
Paul Smith, would be delighted to hear from anyone with ideas for 1989.

It is proposed to hold an East Coast Rally for Swifts at Levington Marina,
on the river Orwell, possibly during September. The marina facilities are
good, with parking for cars and trailers, and with easy access to
sheltered waters, or, for the more adventurous the open sea. Anyone
interested in this, or if you just want to chat about boats, give me a

call on Felixstowe 273567.

Paul Smith (SO 103)

3.4 Other Areas As Scotland and the N.W. & Lakes are without reps. at

present, any member wishing to organise a meeting or sail in company in
those areas, please contact the Editor who will assist in the organisation

of any mailshots etc.

LR

P.S. Chris Clayton and Steven Hansen-Just former N.W.& Lakes and
Scottish representatives have either sold or are in the process of selling

their Swifts, hence the vacancies in those areas.

Editor.



4. FROM THE POST BAG

4.1 _ I am writing to inform you that we have ‘.st purcnased "Zarly Birgd"
from Howard Bennetg, which we hope 20 re-name '"Amacdeus'. Aftfer some
winter and spring sailing in the Broads and the 3olent, we plan *to spend
three weeks in ‘Yugoslaviaj!iv.Rennett  has given us some old numbers of
your Newslgtter which have been very useful to get to know more about
~he boat and the owners. I would be most graterul for anv advice from
experienced Swift sailors in the Zastern Med.

I enclose a cheque for £8.00 to cover this rears subscription to

~he Association.

a8

With best wishes, Susana & Jim

W
0
4

The 01d House,
18 High Street,

Sevenocaks,Kent TN13 1HX

4.2 _ 1 regret to advise you that my Swift 18 (no. 182) will be sailing
away without me (albiet by road) as I am moving upto a larger craft.

I have enjoyed my Swift, it was a good introduction to ‘'proper'
sailing after dinghies and has whetted my appetite to explore further
afield hence the larger boat which I hope will give me and my family as
much pleasure as our Swift.

I have passed all my Swift newsletters on in the hope that the new
owner will join the association in due course.

Yours sincerely, D H Wadsworth

4.3._ 1 am regretfully required to part with my 'Swift 18' and would be
obliged if it were possible to place the following notice in the next
Newsletter.Many thanks.
Gemini Lady (S$.0.89) Swift 18 deluxe.
Classic, superior fittngs, one owner, Little used, roller jib/genoa,pulpit,
pushpit, contest bulkhead compass, cooker, toilet, yamaha 4, full
inventory. Galvanised road trailer also patent mast raising gear.
Ready to trail/sail.

£5000 T. Davidson
"Thrift Cottage"

Tel. 0506 842287
Friarsbrae,

Linlithgow EH 49 6BQ

West Lothian.



4.4 - -After three most enjovable seasons with waverley II we nave now
bought & larger boat with which we nope %o be able o use to extend the
sailing season. We have had great pleasure in meeting other 'Swifties'
and nope that Mr. Hall, who now owns SO 53, will get as much pleasure
out of the Swift 18 and the Associatiocn, as we nave.

Zf any Swifts come across a Xoody 22 '"Moody Magic!, they can te sure cf

a welcome, use of a sea tcilet and a shower! Please feel free to come

alongside. - = ~« - -
With our very best wishes
Laurence & Annie Gandar
ex. S0 B3
4.5. - — Bill phoned to say that he was having to part with his Swift 18

earlier than anticipated, as an Etap 26 that he'd had his eye on at the
local Sailing Club, had come on the market sooner than he thought. He'd
enjoyed his time as a *Swiftie' especially the freedom of trailing and
sailing around the country, and there was definitely a hint of sadness

in his voice as he read out these details :-

Socrates (SO 36) Swift 18 Deluxe £5,000

Cream with Coffee Stripe.- - -Spray Hood- - - Full Electrics- -
V.H.F. - - -Navigation Lights - - -Outboard charged 12V. Battery -
Spinnaker - - -~

Bill and Wynn Stevens Tel. No.

Woodchurch 360



4.6 - - -As regards everts,lbarn carn Te vert nuev zrz iy oTrzT o ciesraeeos
would recommend Barcaldine cn Locn Creran.

Windermere Marina has now an excellent 'complex' -swimming,sauna,bar,
restaurant etc.- but it is also busy and commercial,and there may be
complications such as registering boats. The sailing, however, is first

-

class and there were 7 Swifts moored orn <the lake curing 1988.

Regarcs
Jack (Counsell) SO 37

4,7 — - Dear ladies and gentlemen,
Last year (1987) I bought a Swift 18 in Greece, second-hand from Mr.Stef.
Diamontopoulos and found some technical problems to be solved.

4

ince then ,i.e. since 1 year I <ried <o get in contact with somebody cf

%71

<he manufacturer (Mr.John Charnley, Swiftcraft and Honnor Marine)by writing
many letters and technical sketches/drawings and by telephoning.The result:
No answer.

Now I learned that there is a Swift Association and since the members of it
have met similar problems with this boat, I address myself to you.- - -

I would be pleased and very obliged to you if I received some answer.-—- -

Many thanks in advance for your help,
Yours sincerely,

Hans Volland

Am Steinberg 22
D-8031 Gilching
W. Germany.

I have already replied to Hans, and his'Swift problems' will be sent to our
Technical Editor to be sorted out. I have printed Hans' address incase any-

one would like to write to him. ED.
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5. TIECHNICAL TOPICS

5.1 Luff Tension

4 suggestion from Andrew Cooper:-
One thing I have always found difficult is getting decent luff tension
in the mainsail after putting in a reel, the wind and sea are rising
making perching on the cabin top To get a good heave on the halliard
tricky. The first mate has the tiller and wants to give it back to the
skipper as soon as possible. ~ combination ¢f baggy main luff and roliler
reefed jib 1is guaranteed to give very soggy windward performance.

My suggestion is to haul the sail up until the luff reef cringle is

H

a few inches above the boom and then use the cunningham hole tackle to

13

sweat 1t down again. I have a loop of cord which passes from the upper
clock ¢i the cunningham hole tackle on one side cf the sail through the
cunningham hole and loops over tThe ramshorn on the other side of the
poom. For reefing this cord could be passed through the reef cringle
instead.

I freely admit that this idea has not been properly evaluated yet.
This is because
(a) I've only just thought of it (everybody else has probably been
doing it for years)

(b) The combined age of the two junior crew members is only 20 months
so most of our sailing at the moment is in sub-force 1 wind.

If anybody has a simple arrangement to lead the main halyard aft
without snagging the main hatch or using too many turning blocks please
could they let us all know!

Andrew Cooper S.0. 176
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5.2 Inexpensive Dan-Buoy

My father is always moaning that I don't do enough for the boat
so when my tutor for C.D.T.(Craft Design and Technology) told us we
could make anything I looked towards the boat for ideas (just to
please my dad). Because sailing can be dangerous I thought I would
make somekind of safety device. Sailing at sea or in choppy water,
or in anykind of water, can result in someone falling overboard. A
Dan-Buoy was needed! I went to work designing a buoy and came up
with the design as shown. It is simple and cheap to make (£5
instead of £65). When fastening to the boat it is best if you take
a small section of drainpipe and fasten it to the pushpit using

large jubilee clips, you then can place the bucy in its holder

M.Smith( son of Paul)S.0. 103
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5.3

CARE OF YQUR SWIFT 18

four SWIFT 13 is made Irom the inest materizls znd snoulis Zive
you vears of trouble-free sailing. To keep vour SWIFT -3
~ooking =zt its bpest, we would zuggest the 211 wing maintenznce.
Pre-Season
Undo centreboarc inspection cover and liberally ccat the zcrew-
jack with underwater grease. Replace '0' »ing i° necessary
alternatively, and more simple, if the boat i3 on a trailer
with the centreboard raised, vou can just wind the mechanicsn
4D in to the bpoat to grease ii. Wash the boat cown using =

good guality washing-up liquid. Polish top sides of hull with
good quality fibreglass poclish. Rub down olid antifculing and
apply new coat.

During Season

Wash down top sides with good quality washing-up liquid. Remove

stubborn marks by lightly rubbing with Jif or similar cleaner.
Remove any o0il or tar from sheets and sails.

End of Season

Wash boat inside and out with fresh water. Remove sails and
sheets and wash in fresh water. Clean off 2ll hull and deck
marks with Jif or similar. Grease screwjack with underwvater
grease as pre-season. Lightly oil hinges. Remove cushions for.
dry stowing over winter.

SAFETY ON BOARD

‘Gaz bottle - Always turn the gaz OFF at the gaz bottle as will
as at the cooker.
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TRAILING THE SWIFT :

The SWIFT 18 is designed =5 te easvy to trail, -aunch ancd recover
Launching is made easier £y using & reasonaply steepn ramp. The
standing rigging (except the Iorestav) can oe left zttacned to
the boat and the mast il desired with :the oot ¢f “nhne masct
resting on the pulpit and crojecting Jcrwards over wour car.
You should not have any mast cvernang to the rear <f tne coat
STEPPING THE MAST

Stepping the mast 1s easier to Co with the toat 2n the -—-z2il=sp
than on the water. If there is 2 stong wind blowing, we
suggest you turn the boat stern to wind. Lay the mast ca zhe
deck with the foot cn the pulpit. Fully extend the bottle
screws and attach to chain plates, the Upper Side Stays goineg
into the aft chain plate eyve, and the Lower Side Stays in to

the forward eye. Attach back-stay and keep slack. Remove
tabernacle bolt and if you have =z Rotostay, remove the cle
pin from its base. Keep both the bolt and the pin near =5 hand.
Push the main hatch forwards and have one person standing in

the cockpit. The person on the foredeck secures the foot of

the mast in the tabernacle, whilst the person aft holds the
mast. When secure, the person aft walks the mast up, with the
other person pulling forwards on the forestay. N.B. As the
mast is raised care should be taken that the bottle screws do
not twist. When the mast is raised and the forestay attached,
tighten bottle screws equally on Port and Starboard until

there is no looseness. DO NOT OVER-TIGHTEN THE RIGGING.

To Lower Mast - Slacken rigging screws and then with one person
supporting the mast from behind, undo the forestay and gently
lower the mast down.

Headsail Roller Reefing

Study the attached sheet on the headsail roller reefing. You
should ensure at the start of each season that the bottle screw
inside the drum is lightly greased and that BOTH LOCKNUTS ARE
TIGHTLY SECURED - PARTICULARLY THE TOP ONE INSIDE THE HEADFOIL.

' OUTBOARD ENGINE - See manual

OPERATION OF THE CENTREBOARD

The centreboard is cast iron and epoxy coated. It is an” aerofoil
section with a stainless pivot bolt that goes through the
centreboard casing. It is operated on a stainless steel screw-
jack running on delrin bearings. It operates with approximately
45 turns with a standard winch handle, and is turned clockwise..
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only maintenance It will normally requil
e, in pre and end of season maintenznce.

The boat should normally be sailed with the rudder blade Tully
down. Thread the line from the eye in the leading edge of the
rudder blade up through the stock, and forward through the
camcleat. This downhaul line should be kept tight, and will
keep the blade in the fully down position. You should push

the rudder blade into the fully down position and then tension
the line.

The same line is then taken from the camcleat back through the
stock and passed through the eye in the trailing edge of the
rudder, and secured with a figure of eight knot. To raise the
rudder it is easiest to lean over the transom, grab the line,
and pull the blade up.

Launch & Recovery.

We have found that the easiest way to launch the SWIFT 18 is

as follows (and you don't get your feet wet):

"Rig the boat, remove trailer light set and tie down strap. Back
the boat to the waters edge and remove the winch hook from the bow.
Tie a long line round the front of the trailer and lead it to
your car. Firmly apply the trailer brake, and uncouple trailer
from the car. Pass the rope a full turn round the tow ball of

the car. Make sure that the rope is free to run and that you are
not standing on it! Normally then with one person on the foredeck
of the boat, release the brake and allow the boat and trailer to
run back into the water until the boat floats off. The person

on the boat can then start the engine, and put on the rudder.

An alternative to having someone on the boat, is to have extra
lines onto the boat, and lead them to a convenient jetty nearby.

To recover the boat again tie a long line on the trailer, and
let the trailer run back into the water deep enough to float the
boat on.
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On the boat raise the centreboard arg

gently motzr tne oZoat
onto the trailer..(Half z knet not {ive xncts!! When the Zoat
is located on the trailer the skipper should go forward, lean
over the bow, attach the winch hook and winch the boat firmly
into the snubber. Switch off the engine znd 1ift off the rudder

Then go onto the fordeck.

On shore the crew secures the trailer line to the tow- ball of the
car with a knot that won't slip, and then gently drive the car

up the ramp - towing the boat and traiter D the ramp. When the
front of the boat is clear of the water, :he skipper can step
ashore and apply the trailer brakes. You can then reverse the

car back to the trailer, and couple up.

1T IS VITAL TO USE A GOOD STRONG ROPE OF AT LEAST 10mm DIAM.

This is much easier in practice than it sounds on paper. However,
it always pays to be safety conscious and to make sure everyone
Knows what they are meant to be doing! Always rinse th trailer
with fresh water as soon as you can - and follow the greasing
programme! THIS IS ESSENTIAL.

GOOD SAILING!

Once again I appeal to you for any technical snippets for this column,
and may I remind you that in order to make anything out of the Cruising &

Launching Guide that was 'launched' in NL26, I need more returns.

Alan Murphy SO 217 Technical Editor.
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s . .waoING CHATTER

6.1 El Nasr 1988

Show and aiter a one slded Ziscussion with Rolls Zoyce, =v company,
nad t> split our holiday into Two., v wife and I arrived by separa-e
Transport into Spailn, around The 1Z+h Afugust, TesTing up art

- had had a very interesting letter from Alan Murpny SO 217) givin

18]

_ . -~ - C s ;
als lTinerary ICr .iger Liiy, n our o©lg arez, znC we had hoped o at
N . £ - meT - N ~ e~ Tl T 1. _— Tomiesd o
-easT meet up for a G&T or =z pint or Two. Urfortunately, The Eritign

sirwavs flight from Beijing <o Lendon was lz<ze zrnd we missed an

cpportunity TO meetT up at Ampuriabrava. I hope =hzt he had a wonder ol

noliday.

Because Sheena's car is only a TR7 I thought =het El Nasr should be
towed over the mountains by some thing more powerful. This put a delay
into our departure from Cadaques, but in the end we were on the road

and arrived happily at Javea, and our holiday villa by night fall on the
15¢h August. Domestic issues then took command of time until the 19th,
when I was finally able to slip El Nasr into the water and motor to my

new berth, No .91. Moraira Club Nautico.

The Costa Blanco is blessed with having a more kindly weather pattern
than that experienced on the Costa Brave, but the coastline is less
inviting. There are fewer beaches for informal gicnics, sheltered from

a prevailing onshore wind. Marinas and harbours seem to be in abundance,
but there is not the freedom for "self expression" that I had enjoyed so

much in the North.

Preparation for this holiday had seen Sheena visit our new building yard
at Honnor Marine. I had requested that I be sold z spare tiller, a kit
o allow me to install a topping 1ift, instructicns on how to grease my
self-furling jib (still not done) zad a log. She collected everything
but the log, and I am stlil awaiting delivery! However this did not
dampen the enthusiasm to get stz»*-7 =snd on the 20*h 1 was back at berth

81 to get El Nasr ready for serious sailing.

The first job I found I had forgotten was to lower the keel.Add +2 that



Tne 2X1NE TRCUERT Tnzt fad IIrmgTsTTer TLOToAs DIUVIENTEIE - TonT
CE1nEg T Tne Traller TO Erease T Teclanlsn, anld . LaQ a ISméE.. LIooaer

In the enc 1 did not grease tne 1.fting zZear and CO ncT seem Io nave

ufferec any problems.

(1

he first big cdifference that I ound tv being bertned &t a rarinzs is

v

That Cne nas access To a proper weather Iorecasti. Lell That s the

Tneorv. In practise ,the problem of uncerstandirg the 3panish dicd lenc
.

2 degree <7 Imaginaticn To my InterperTziion. & word witn Thne lzcal

Tlsnermen nowever gave & COnIiidence LISTIrIng DIOST In guesTicrnar.s

ere light TZ-2, with a few davs curing —v TirsT spell U ©To T2, z2rd =
maximum of a ro-5. Sailing with 1 reel n when we had 2 T4 ¢r mare

seemed IO require 2 1ot ¢ 'weatlner neim’ . ~n D Izing scmetning wrongt

u
Advice would be welcome.

On the 25th August we had our Iirst interesting gproblem. All canvas up
in a pleasant F3/4, there was a sudden '“wang' - I wondered whaz
disaster had struck. A gquick glance around revealed that the cap shroud
had pinged off the port spreader. I pointed into wind and quickly got
all the sails down and motered back to our berth. Now came the real
problem, how to repair her?

7 did not fancy lowering the mast for what seemed a fairly simple job,

if I could only get up, safely, to spreader height. In the end, with a

b+

snort set of steps very firmly lashed to the mast due repairs were made.
for interest I did check and duly renew the starboard shroud fixing wire
2t the same time, as I found it too had a degree of 'o0ld age appearance'
about it.

On the 27th, I enjoyed a fairly leisurely sail, returned to the marina
and tidied up after the end of my first half of my summer vacation. I
left the sails on, the main under its cover, the spray hood and tent
were securely fastened, and I was most pleased to note that when I
returned on the 16th September, that all was well and no problems had

occurred during my absence.

For the last half of my time in Spain I was solo. I therefore took up
residence on board and I was very happy to discover that the Swift
offered ample accomodation for one, particularly when there was all the

marina facilities so readily available.




seicre my departure I nad ordered Z0m o7 chain =0 make my main ancnor
211 chain. This had duly arrived, and ~v first ‘b was to get zthis
installed. I alsc Tittea anotner mounting tracdet for my Eche Sounder

:nside the cabin so that I could stow The indicateor unis properly rather

zalling single handed was great fun, out I did discover, very guickly,
~ne problems. You could not leave The =iller for znv length ¢f =ime ang
fXpecT Tne boat It still be pointing in the same directicn when you
returned to the cockpit armed with a can cf beer and a contented pipeful
©I Tobacco: Sometning had to be cone. I spoke <o The local chandier and
sventually came up with, which I zm sure =2 mest of ¥you, was a simpie
znswer. I fitted two clam cleats, one either cide =znd

-evel with the irent end of the tiller. 4 thin rope with a ioop
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0 accept the end cf the tiller, completed the modification. I+ WOrvs
well and frees the skipper for the mundane, but essential tasks that

make life aboard more comfortable and relaxed.

The weather in September continued to be kind with the winds being
generally southerly F3-4. I got a bit bolder and started to explore
further afield and now noted that there would appear to be quite a bit
of drift (lee way to the experts ?) when sailing in a moderate wind.
Attempting to measure this proved interesting and I believe it could be
some 7-8 degrees. Again maybe I am doing something wrong, so I would

welcome advice.

Over the period I inspected all the bays and small harbours down to
Calpe, noting on my chart which might be used in which winds in an
emergency. But the end of my vacation was fast approaching and I had to
decide what to do with El Nasr. In the end I have decided to leave her
in the water, with a new coat of anti-fouling, all canvas off, but spray
screen and tent up. It will be interesting to see how well she fares

over the winter.

Now for the costs. The move to a marina berth has increased expenditure
considerably, but the convenience is greatly appreciated. Mains elec-
tricity and water are available, along with the usual facilities within
100 yards. Security seems more than adequate and there are several

'vachties' living on their boats all year round. In all, it would



seem IC have beer z goOC move. Certainly the emount oI sailing o
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nearly doubled in the time available compared to our last location.It is
also noteworthy that my motoring time has been reduced dramatically.

This must be good!

Total'time at sea' 52.50 hrs.
Total time under sail 35.30 hrs.
Time motoring 6.25 hrs.
Cost of berth £1,000 +

E.J.E.Smith ( SO 160)

.1 Nasr.
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only two Swifts , MOONSHADOW and PEPPERMINT CREAM attended =hnis
years rally held for the first time at Woodbridge on the river Debern
After launching at Robertson's Boatyard we motored to the Tide Milil
Yacnt Harbour for the evening . Here, we gave Wan and Tony ,
potential Swift purchasers, the opportunity to examine a Swift
first-hand and they were suitably impressed .Also, whilst in the
marira, wWe were jcilned by what appeared to be half of the Dutch
pleasure fleet who filled the marina to capacity. They used the 'try
-it-and-see' method of measuring the depth cf water over <he sill a-
the entrance to the marina resulting in some rather abrupt halts <-r
some craft!!

A cool north-easterly wind with dull, overcast conditions greeted
us on Saturday morning.We left the marina at approx. 1000hrs and
sailed with the wind and tide to Ramsholt where we turned around and
motored against the conditions back to Woodbridge. On the way
MOONSHADOW had engine problems with a fouled plug which was soon
rectified by the skipper.

Following an evening sail in falling wind and failing light we
rafted up on a vacant mooring at Woodbridge. A calm evening was
spent yarning about Swifts,caravettes, plants, etc. etc.....

Sunday morning was greeted by Mr. Latham's (skipper, MOONSHADOW)
impression of the mating call of a sick donkey -well , actually, he
was inflating his dinghy with rather noisy bellows'.PEPPERMINT CREANM
decided to haul out on the morning tide so motored back to the boat-
yard and pulled the boat out smartly, greatly impressing a sailor on
the slipway who needed twice as much effort in launching his
considerably smaller dinghy . It seems that wherever the Swift goes
it still draws an appreciative audience.

MOONSHADOW decided to stay afloat for afew more days . I thank
Jean and Peter Latham, MOONSHADOW'S crew, for their loyal support

for this rally.

Paul ©Smith PEPPERMINT CREAM S.0. 103
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6.3 The Saga of the Stolen Trailer

After a Tortnight noliday we returnec 0 Folly Steps Slipway anc
car park at Teignmouth =2 Jind Tnat Cur Traller nad been stolen.

T- rad been chained and padiccked To tThe drawoar cf the car and

carved zlongside several otners - most of wnich were not locKked

n any way. & 1ift ashore was accegted from the cwners ol z Sadler
I2 so as 'to have a look arounc. 4s 1T was neariy nightfall, we
jecided to report the matter Iuliy T Inhe TClice nexT morning; we
nad already reported 1t 1o reg, Tne marbour aster. The next

morning was Bank Hcliday Moncday and naving spent the morning at
h)

~he pclice staticn, startea cnasing possibilities ¢i trailier

he police stazTed that tThere was liTile Or 1o nope

cf recovery and made several: suggesIions regarding loczl =trailer
suppliers etc. However, Deing & tank heliday, we drew nlanks al:
day.

At 0830 next morning, we were waiting outside a trailer supplier.
No luck. Went up to Exeter to the next on the list. Very symp-
athetic and all that...no luck. Bramber trailers...no luck.

Tried to do a deal with Honnor Marine for a trailer they had ready
for a customer who '"doesn't want delivery yet...If you can get a
deal with Bramber to make a replacement within a fortnight..."No
luck. To cut a very long story short, we eventually managed to
persuade an Indespension dealer in Bournemouth to make up a

Roller Coaster Four for us, wnich we collected and drove back to
Teignmouth having been assured that we had just bought the Rolls
Royce of trailers and that we would have no trouble using it.
Although somewhat upset by the loss of our own trailer and two
days of hassle trying to get a replacement, we were pleased to be
given such an assurance - backed by the write-up reprinted from
Motor Boat and Yacht magazine.

At 1900 hours we arrived back at Teignmouth and set about retrieving
the bcat on the rising tide. After fighting the trailer for an
hour and a half with help from various people also launching or
retrieving their boats - with sickening ease, I might add - we
finally managed to get our boat on the trailer although both we

and the boat were somewhat damaged by the ordeal. With a sigh of
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out. 2y raising the jockey wheel and the help cf bystanders we were
able to park it for the night. It was now dark and we were exhausted.
de felt it was unsafe to sleep in the boat and therefore slept in

the car. Next morning we began Round 2 in an attempt to make the

outfiz towable.

The boat was lying more or less horizontally but was resting on

The rudguards and the nose weight was massive. 4s the tide was run-
ing &t < knots and the wind was force 3, we decided that launchning
was net practical. We therefore altered the position of the rollers
and/cr poat a bit at a time with the help of jacks, blocks and any-
crne wno would lend a2 nand. (EZnter Guardian Angel called Nick.) liick
not only had good ideas, he also sent his lad home for a socket set
as tnis would prove much easier *“5 use than my ccllection of spanners.
"Now,I don't want any arguments, I want you to keep this set of
sockets as I was lucky enough to find them in the boot of an old
car I bought. I've already got a set and these have been sitting

on the bench for five years without being used once. Isn't that
right Matthew ? (Matthew agreed and added that "Dad has at last got
rid of something. Mum calls him a squirrel.")

The sockets made life much easier and by mid afternoon we decided
that we had done as much as we could and at least the boat cleared
the mudguards and the nose weight was acceptable. She towed home

beautifully.

We were aware, however, that all was not well and at the first avail-
able weekend we towed her to a lake some 50 miles away and spent

the day launching, adjusting and retrieving, many times. Retrieving
we only found possible by letting the whole of <he trailer tip back-
wards which meant winching with the winch handle high in the air.We
adjusted the distance from the wheels axle to towing -hitch according
to the distance measured from other trailers which carried Swift
18's (though none were Hallmark); the nose weight was therefore
correct. We drove home in the dark ,very tired, sore and dispirited
as we still couldn't launch the boat without the help of three

other boat owners and without totally immersing the wheels- no chance
at all of keeping the bearings dry. (Another job which has to be

done, removing and regreasing the bearings).
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darive down to Derby <o reposition the swing bean rollers, and add
extra rollers etc., in a positive attempt to give customer satis-
faction.This duly rappened and after a long cav zrhe trailer had
been set up to enable the boat *o be launched zrd recovered single-
handed without getting the bearings wet. I
work and despite near gale force winds was satisified that single-

nanded launching and recovery was indeed possitle. The company rep.

b

who did the work, later checked if the trailsr ~zd towed home safely

and sent extras he did not have with him at the <ime:- bearing

savers (just incase), grease, rubber buffer pad ar
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winch-tape. They now believe that their Rolle coulc have
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been a better choice in that it is shorter, vet still long enough

<0 take the Swift.

-~

However, our story is still not over, as I noticed that the Kkeel

had dropped in transit. You're right, with no central keel rolier
support the weight of the keel had destroyed the phospher-bronze
lifting gear inside the keel housing, necessitating a replacement.
Thank goodness for back issues of Swift Magazine! A phone call to
Brian Hormbrey in Cleveland gave immediate reassurance, backed up
with a stainless steel replacement by return of post. Thanks again
Brian! We have now fitted the replacement and taken the opportunity
to repaint the keel while it was dropped down. When we use the out-
fit next time, it should not be too difficult to give proper support
to the keel whilst driving, and we look forward to launching without
further problems. Of course there is the problem that the new trailer

will prove too attractive to a potential thief.....

Perhaps this point might prompt some correspondance on the security
of our trailers when our boats are on the water. Perhaps some remove
their wheels or only use marinas with locked compounds? We would

certainly be interested

Chris and Kate Butler ( SO 86 )Tipsy II
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7. ED'S COLUMN

7.1 I start my column off this year on a sad note. Arthur (Baker) died
suddenley on 7th February of a heart attack. He will be greatly missed
down at Bucklers Hard, and around the Sclent.l am sure that you will all

join me in sending our condolences to Julie (Hiscock).

Here 13 an extract from Julie's letter to me :-

~ - - This means that I shall be selling GIULIA and should be grateful if
you would lét this be known - - - she is in the garage at home, on z trailer
"SBS) new last season.

She gave us three years of happy memories, not least the lovely friends we
nmet through the Swift Association who were so welcoming and so tolerant of
cur inexperience and ineptitude, coming to sailing later cn in life than

is usual. I shall treasure those memories and hope to continue sailing
nyself ( but in other peoples' boats! )

Please convey my thanks and good wishes to all our fellow 'Swifties’.

7.2 An apology is due,once again., to Doug and Alison Angus -Cir Mhor -
SO 126 not SO 18 as misprinted in NL26. It was us that had 'egg on our face'

this time.!!

7.3 I have recently spoken to Roger Marsh of Marlin International Ltd.,
they are the company building the S18 and S20. He informs me that after a
few teething problems (organisational not Swift wise ) it won't be long
before the first of the 400 series will be delivered to it's proud new
owner.

Ls you may already know, the S20 is an 18 with an extended back end. Roger
is going to have one of the first 20's for his own pleasure, and he has
asked if the Association would include the 20 in it's membership. Myself
and the rest of the committee members see no objections to this proposal,
if anyone has any strong feelings to the contrary please contact me as soon
as possible.

Mariin International have agreed to carry on paying the first years' member-

ship to the Association on 2ll new boats sold.

y,
“_J‘ ‘
7.4 This year I will endeavour to support as many Rallies as possible, both f{ \
at home and away, and would encourage other members to join in too, a good fff
turn out adds to the fun!! If
s
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Swift Association founder and original secretary/newsletter-
editor Bob Goddard has returned to the Swift 18 after © years in the
wilderness. ,

Bob has bought 'Gold Rush' $.0.30 from Paul Rees cf Fclkestone,
and will be sailing her out c¢f Poole Harbour (berthed ashore at
Rockley Point Boat Park).

Aquapus, (S.0.19) Bob's first Swift, was sold at the end of 1983
after the birth of a third child made the boat too small for 5, and
too tippy for a toddler.

A Hirondelle (23 foot, 5 berth catamaran) solved most of the
practical problems, but did not persuade Bob's sea -shy wife Viv to
Take IO The water again. rernaps wnatl was needed was an even pigger,
more stable craft ....

So, two years later Bob bought an Iroquois (30 foot, cruiser-
racer cat. ) only to discover that the problem was the water, not the
shape and size of the boat; the bigger the boat,the greater the hassles,
cost and worry.

After a year as a landlubber, Bob realised what was missing -
the fun and freedom of the Swift 18 ! Now he's looking forward to
meeting old friends and making new acguaintances in the future and

joining in sailing and social events during the year.

Welcome back Bob! We must meet up some time and compare

notes: I am sure that you have made the right decision,
and hope that this first season back with a Swift will

be a good one.

Lawrence Peacock (Editor)

SALU SO 125



