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1 . ED I S COLTJUN

r v is i ted the Southampton Boat  Show in september -  as r  am sure many of

you d id too -  and natura l ly  headed for  the Swi f t  s tand.  There I  met  the

des igne r  o f  ou r  boa ts  -  Co l i n  Sy l ves te r  -  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime .  He  showed

me a round  the  new pa r t l y  comp le ted  Sw i f t  23 ;  t he  des ign  i s  t yp i ca l l y  Sw i f t ,

keep ing  the  ch i -ne ,  bu t  w i t h  tw in  kee l s ,  no t  a  t r a i - l e r  -  sa i l - e r  t h i s  t i -me .

I t  w i l l  be  i n te res t i ng  t o  have  a  demons t ra t i on  sa l l  i n  he r  l

I  a lso met  Mart in  Rigney who is  involved wi th market ing the Swi f t  range,

and the conversat ion that  I  had wi th h j -m led me to bel ieve that  Roger Marsh

f rom Mar l i n  I n te rna t i ona l  had  been rbabys i t t i ng '  t he  Sw i f t  -  and  ve ry  we l l

t oo  -  f o r  w i t hou t  Roge rs '  i n te rven t i on  t he  Sw i f t  may  we l l  have  d i sappea red .

A  new company  has  now been  fo rmed  w i th  co l i n  SyJ -ves te r  (Des igne r ) ,  Mar t i n

R igney  and  John  Hun t  (Sa l -es  and  Marke t i ng  D j_ rec to rs )  and  i s  ca l - l ed  Sw i f t

Boa ts  L im i ted .  I  know tha t  t he  new company  i s  commi t t ed  to  p romo t i ng  the

Sw i f t  18  and  Sw i f t  20  and  a re  ve rv  i n tencs ted  1 -o  kssp  s t rong  t i es  w i t h  ou r

A s s o c i a t i o n .

I  o f t en  ge t  asked  abou t  veh i c l es  used  fo r  t r a i l i ng  t he  Sw l f t  18 .  I  t r a i l

w l t h  a  Fo rd  S ie r ra  1 .8 ,  and  f i nd  i t  t o  be  mone  than  adequa te .  Hav ing  tw i ce

t r a i l e d  t o  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  o n c e  w i t h  a  S i e r r a  1 . 6  a n d  o n c e  w i t h  n y  p r e s e n t  c a r ,

I  f ound  tha t  ex t ra  power  o f  t he  S ie r ra  1 .8  made  d r i v i ng  a  l j - t t l e  eas ie r ,

w i t h  5 th  gea r  on l y  be ing  used  on  l eve l  s t re t ches  o f  t he  au tobahns .  The

Sierra has an ant i - -snake device f i t ted and wi thout  th is  I  found that  the

rea r  end  tw i t ches  and  snak ing  can  occu r  a t  speeds  o f  ove r  55  m.p .h .  r t

wou l -d  be  app rec ia ted  i f  you  wou l -d  l e t  me  know wh ich  veh i c l e  vou  use  to

t ra i l  w i t h  and  i t s  good  and  bad  po in t s .

As  I  men t i oned  i n  t he  p rev ious  News le t t e r ,  we  have  expe r i enced  such  good

sa i l i ng  wea the r  t h i s  yea r  and  I  hope  tha t  mos t  o f  you  have  en joyed  sa i l i ng

your Swi f ts  as much as we have ours.  From Nat ional -  News reports  i - t  seemed

that  the Rut land Water  area was not  qul te so lucky -  maybe someone f rom up

there woul-d le t  us know more about  the s i tuat ion that  ex is ted dur ins the

summer months.



The Solent has been as busy as usual - with a couple of weekends busier

than ever; namely the start of the Fastnet Race and then the start of the

Whitbread Round the World Race. We were anchored just off Cowes for the

start of the Fastnet Race, believing that the wind would carry the yachts

away from us, but at the last moment the wind direction changed and the

yachts were tacking straight at us. One got so close to us that a crew

member had to push our overhanging boom out of their way with his footl

Considering that the craft was an 8Or Maxi it was no wonder that Janet hid

her face in her hands! That day was an experience we will never forget -

so many fantastic yachts just whizzing past us - and the whole of the Solent

a l i ve  w i th  sa i l s .

2 . ADIIX.

2 . L

f4.  oo

smal-l-

Association Itens There are sti1l Burgees for sale at a cost of

str ipe on navy with a smal l  logo,

dark blue with a white border and

each  i nc .  pos tage .  A l so ,T ies ,  go ld

each inc.  postage.  A neck scar f  in

l ogo ,  t 4 .OO each  i nc .  pos tage .

2.2 Representatives

V A C A I i C Y

As most members know, I  am now the proud ouner of a
Jaguat 2J, Yk.z,  the name being i{ lJA.?.A. Should any rcembers
see me aror:nd the Solent area, de.wavc or speak to rae as I
h a v e  q u i t e  a  s o r t  s p o t  f o r  m e m b e r s  o r  t h e  S w i f t . r \ s s o c i a t i o n .

At  the  las t  A .G. i ' i .  f  sard .  tha t  I  w ished to  re t i re  as
' l r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h e  1 9 9 0  A . G . : ' i .  a n d  i  r e q r e t
tha t  I  cannor  cont inue i f  a  rep lacement  i s  no t  found. .

Shou ld .  you  fee l  tha t  a  rs t in t '  in  th is  capac i ty  ;a igh t
in te res t  you ,  p lease contac t  ne  or  Lawrence.

f t  is important that there is no delay in hand-over in
ord.er that the funct ioning of thc Associat ion proceeds smoothly.

May I  ad .d . ,  tha t  i t  i s  no t  a  too  onerous  job  o f  ' , r 'o rk r

o therw ise  f  wou ld  no t  have done i t  myse l f  s ince  L981.

Good Sa i l ing .  Ron Pruce.

We hopefu l ly  h*ve a volunteer

delay in  the hand-over .

I  i n o d  r r n  R n n  -

E D .
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3. REGIONAL ROT]ND T]P

3t Solent and:. South

Due to late work commitments I was unable to attend the last two Sol-ent

events,  a shor t  wr i te  up would be appreciated f rom any par t ic ipants for

the next  Newslet ter .

This year has been notable for impromptu meetings and cruises

in company wi th other  Swi f ts .  I t rs  a regular  occurence to see 3 Swi f ts

perched on one anchor in Newtown River, and the Harbour staff at Yarmouth

always ensure werre raf ted up together ,  whether  we wanted to or  not l

The fur thest  rCaddyshack '  has voyaged th is  year  is  Poo1e,

wi th rSi lver  L in ingr  as company on the outward leg.  We had a br isk beat

of fshore t ry ing to avoid the Admira ls  Cup f leet  of f  Chr is tchurch Bay,

making the Town Quay a welcome si-ght that evening.

I hope to meet more of you at the Laying-Up Supper in Warsash

Sai l ing Cl-ub on 12th November!

Nigel  Rennie Caddyshack SO 162

LAYING T'P SI.'PPER l_2th NovEtr{BER 1989

A Laying Up Supper wi l l  be held at  Warsash Sai l ing Club on Sunday 12th

November  1989 .  The  ba r  w i l J -  open  a t  19OOhrs .  w i t h  t he  mea l  commenc ing

a t  abou t  1930  I t  w i l l  be  a  se t  Menu  cos t i ng  no  more  than  i 8 .5O pe r  bead ,

cons i s t i ng  o f  :

F lor ida Cockta i l  (  Orange & Grapefru i t  )

Bee f  O l i ves  w i t h  F resh  Vege tab les

Se lec t i on  o f  Swee ts

Cof fee

Places are l imi- ted to 40 so contact  Lawrence Peacock or  mysel f  before

Oc t .  28 th .  N .B .  Th i s  has  been  a  popu la r  even t  i n  pas t  yea rs l

Warsash Sai l ing Club is  s i tuated on the East  bank of  the Hambl-e River .

Fol l -ow the road s igns to the centre of  the v i l lage and at  the smal l  round-

about(Texaco/Renaul t  Garage) turn down Shore Road.  On reaching water f ront

the  C lub  house  i s  on  you r  l e f t  ( oppos i t e  R i s i ng  Sun  Inn ) .

Nigel  Rennie Caddyshack S0 l -62
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4. IECHNICAI, TOPICS

4 . L

SELF I'JIN)ING rtEEL F-Ol? JIB FUi:iLING LINE:

I  have recent ly  unear thed a  gadget  I  made years  ago when rac ing

5o5rs .  Th is  was be fore  the  days  o f  sp innaker  chutes  and cont inuous

uphaul/dotvnhaul halyards and was intended to prevent the snarl-up

of  the  sp innaker  ha lyard  i t se l f  o r  w i th  any  o f  the  nany  o ther  cont ro l

l ines when making a quick dorvnhaul at  the leeward mark.

This proved a great success and f  was quite sad when i t  eventualfy

got tossed into the I  redundant boat bi ts boxr rvhen I  acouired a ner,v

5o5 conplete l^. ' i th spinnaker chute and cont inuous halyard.

' ,Vhen I  s ta r ted  sa i l ing  my Swi f t  i t  occur red  to  me tha t  th is  gadget

might  do  a  s i rn i la r  job  in  au tomat ica l l y  ree l ing  in  the  j ib  fu r l ing

l i n e  w h e n ' . i t  i s  h a u l e d  i n  f r o m  t h e  r o t o s t a y  c l r u n  t o  f u r l  t h e  j i b

and conversely rviren haul ing out the j ib '  the l ine sir , ip ly unr ' , ' inds

f rom ny  ree l  back  on  to  the ' ' ' ro tos tay  drun .

The s / rv  ree l  needs  to  be  l igh t  bu t  s t rong and i  i raoe n ine  or  t r ^ ro  d iscs

o f  l t t  mar ine  p ly  w i th  the  I  sp ind le r  fo rmed o f  6  "  leng ths  o f  dorve l  rod .

( S e e  d e t a i l e d  s i c e t c h ) ;  I h e  m a c h a n i s m  i s  s i n p l y  6 r 9 r '  o f  L 4 "  c a t a p u l t

rubber fed through trvo holes L4" ei ther side of the centre of each

d isc ,  jo in ing  the  ends  to  fo rm a  cont inuous  loop.  (Jo in  the  ends

between the drum discs to keep the knot arvay from the wound part  of

the  rubber .  )

A  smal1  sheave w i th  sw ive l  (mine  is  a  R l jo  R.145.  )  i s  a t tached to

the toe rai l  hal fway between the pushpit  and the f i rst  stanchion

of  the  guard  ra i l .

To  a t tach  the  s /w ree l  to  the  s tanch ions  pass  one looped enc l  o f  the

catapult  rubber behind the stanchion enlarging the loop so that the

reeL rv i l l  pass  th rough i t .  S t re tch  the  o ther  loop and pass  i t

beh ind  the  f ron t  s t ru t  o f  the  pushp i t  and fas ten  i t  w i th  a  lanyard .

4



The ree l  shou ld  be  pos i t ioned in  the  midc i le  o f  the  s t re tcnea

rubber  r :h ich  shou ld  be  t igh t  enough to  suppor t  i t  i f  there  is

ar ty  sag shor ten  the  rubber .  The sheave is  a t tached to  the  toe  ra i l

immedia te ly  be lo r ,v  the  r€€1.

To r ig  the  fu r l ing  l ine  you ro ta te  the  ree l  about  85  revo lu t ions

(c rea t ing  enough tens ion  to  rv ind  a l . l  the  l ine  on  the  ree l  w i th

some tens ion  in  reseFV€) .  Thread the  l j -ne  th rough the  sheave

and then in to  a  ho le  in  one o f  the  drun  d iscs  and secure  i t  l v i th

a  s t o p p e r  k n o t .

I io ld ing  the  l ine  on  the  fo r rvard  s ide  or  the  sheave,  g radua l ly

re lease i t  so  tha t  the  drum r ,v i l1  r ,v ind  a l l  the  surp lus  on  to  the

drum.

' . r -he  
ree l  i s  no i , . '  r igged ready  fo r  usc .

i -e te r  g , ia le r  :  J lv i f t  174

lJNE

611$ftNce CA.EAff

Rwo 145 sltEAVE WrrH SWTVEL

W ?sz.L- RreerNG
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4 - 2 A SI]PER-CTMAP SELF STEERING ARRANGEITIENT

Take 2 metres of  lOmm bungee and,  wi th a s imple overhand knot ,  make a loop

in each end.  Hook each loop over  a stern moor ing c leat  s t retching the bungee

ac ross  the  cockp i t  be low  the  t i l l e r .

Screw a smal1 c leat  under the t i l ler  some dis tance forward of  your  s t retched

bungee .  The  c lea t  shou ld  be  chosen  o f  a  s i ze  t ha t  w i l l  t r ap  t he  bungee

between the unders ide of  the t i l ler  and the forward prong (or  horn i f  we

a re  t o  be  pedan t i c )  o f  t he  c l ea t .  T r i a l  and  e r ro r  w iL l  de te rm ine  the  bes t

pos i t i on  f o r  t he  c l - ea t  and  the  twang  fac to r  o f  t he  bungee .

You  w i l - l -  know tha t  t he  he fm i s  ve ry  sens i t i ve  t o  t i l l e r  pos i t i on  and  we igh t

red i s t r i bu t i on  w i th in  t he  boa t  and  some de l i ca te  ad jus tmen ts  a re  necessa rv

i f  , , ^ , ,  * 1 ^ -  ^ - . .ra  JUu  p f , d r r  a r r y  g rea t  d i s tance  una t tended .  Wha t  t he  sys tem does  p rov iae  i s

ve ry  s imp le  on /o f f  ope ra t i on  and  the  f l ex ib i l i t y  t o  "nudge"  subs tan t i - aJ - l y

w i thou t  d i sengag ing .  I t  i s  ve ry  use fu l  when  sho r t  o r  s i ng le  handed  fo r

ho i -d ing  cou rse  wh i l e  you  so r t  ou t  wa rps  and  fende rs  o r  t ake  a  peek  a t  t he

cha r t .  The  reco rd  so  fa r  i - s  20  m inu tes  w i t hou t  ad i r ; s tmen t  w i t h i n  t he

B e a u l i e u  R i v e r .

Cos t  -  abou t  f 2  and  two  m inu tes  wo rk l
J i m  C r i c k

S 0  6 5  S i l v e r  L i n i n o

I  nea r l y  bough t  an  Au to  He lm  a t  t he  Sou thampton  Boa t  Show -  bu t  dec ided

tha t  r  wou ld  t r y  ou t  you r  a r rangemen t  f l r s t  J im .  r t  ce r ta in l y  w i l l  be

a  l o t  cheape r  I  I
E D .

4.3 I{AIN HATYARD TENSIONING

Having read the comments on swigging the halyard,  m?y I  suggest  an

a l t e rna t i ve  me thod  fo r  boa ts  w i t h  ad jus tab le  boom goosenecks .

s imp ly  s l i de  t he  gooseneck  up  the  t rack  as  h lgh  as  i t  w j -1 r  go .  Hau l  t he

sa i l  up  t o  t he  t op  mark  and  make  fas t  t he  ha l ya rd .  Then  pu l l  down  on  the

boom to  ge t  t he  requ i red  J .u f f  t ens ion ,  a l l ow ing  the  l ock ing  p in  t o  l oca te

in  t he  nea res t  ho le  i n  t he  sooseneck  t rack .

P p J -  e n  f l i  a n a n

Z

SO I74  Fun t ime



4 . 4

Swi f t  218 Coekp i t  s la ts
- - - - - t - - -

As being the new ovner cf  swlf t  z1B, brougnt f rorn i r . r  a ly l rs
IdiLler th is Augustr  rw f i rst  J.npro' , ienent was a cockpi t
g ra t ing .  shou ld  o ther  Swi f t les  be  in te res ted  oe ta i l s  a re
a s  f o l l o w s .

cocKPIT GRATING (SO 218)

| 40' :J

TO NE CUT TO
TiiKtr AFPROPRIaTE
EirGIirE CL,AIf^P

A  2 n  h o l e  t o  b e
cut out to take
main  sheet  anchor

kf l L "  l
t-r-

t-.-j t "  x  a"  p lough groove
to prevent water ly ing

tur-AIXRIAIS:

Teak or Afromosa and

coated .  w i th  teak  o i1 .

JUTTI } IG

1 off

3  o f f

t  o f f

I T S T :

4 0 "  x

4 0 ' r  x

2 2 ' t  x

t " x
1 *  x

1 t  x

E
+

+



4 . 5  W e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  u s e ' L i t t l e  W i n g ' v e r y  m u c h  d u r j - n g  t h e

last  two years,  but  I  have rnade a couple of  modi f icat lons which may be of

i n t e r e s t .

I  have never  l iked the hasp and staple and padlock to secure the washboards,

s o  I  h a v e  d i s p o s e d  o f  t h e s e  a n d  f i t t e d  a ' d r a w e r  l o c k '  t o  t h e  t o p  b o a r d . N o

more  secu re ,  bu t  a  l o t  nea te r ,  and  i n  use ,  I  canno t  l ock  myse l f  ou t  -  t he

key  i s  needed  to  l ock  up .  No  more  snapp i -ng  the  pad lock  and  rea l i s i ng  t ha t

the key is  hanging up over  the stovel

Second l y ,  when  mo to r i ng  i n  c rowded  mar inas ,  o r  when  a t  r es t ,  t he  ma inshee t

i n  t he  m idd le  o f  t he  cockp i t  i s  r a the r  a  nu i sance ,  so  I  f i t t ed  a  l a rge  shack le

and a t i l ler  rope spr i -ng to i t  so i t  can be unhooked f rom the f loor  and put

out  of  the way very quick ly .  The spr ing acts as a shock absorber  in  the

case  o f  an  i nvo lun ta ry  gybe ,  i t  i s  a l so  ve ry  i n te res t i ng  as  i t  ac t s  as  a

v i s i b l e  s t ra in  gauge  i n  t he  ma inshee t .

I  m a d e  a  s m a l - L  r a c k  t o  h o l d  s i x  ( 5 O m 1 .  p l a s t i c )  b o t t l e s ,  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e

loca l  chemis t .  Each  ho lds  j us t  t he  r i gh t  amoun t  (Yamaha  -  1OO:1 )  o f  o11  fo r

a  6  l i 1 - n o  n a f n n l- -  - *  c a n .

I  have a l -so been exper iment ing wl th my t ra i ler .  The exis t ing ax l -e beam

( r u b b e r  s u s p e n s i o n  t y p e )  h a s  b e e n  r e p J - a c e d  w i t h  a ' d e a d '  a x l e  w i t h o u t

sp r i ng ing .  The  o r i g i na l -  t r a i l e r  i s  now a  l aunch ing  t ro l l ey  -  no  more  se i zed

brake gear or  co l lapsing wheel  bear ings -  which for  road use ls  wi -nched up

on  to  a  s imp le  'A '  f r ame  t ra i l e r .  I  sha l l  be  i n te res ted  to  hea r  i f  anv

other  owners have done any work a long the same l ines.

J im  Pe r re t t

SO 42  L i t t l e  W ing

Any  Techn i ca l  I n fo rma t i on  a lways  app rec ia ted .

I

A l  a n  M u n n h v  T c r : h n i c a f  E d i t o r

9



5 . CRUISING CHATTER

5 . 1 _ DID YOU HAVE A GOOD CROSSING OF THE NORTH SEA
IN THAT LITTLE BOAT?

" Y e s ,  t h a n k  y o u r  a n d  i t  o n l y  t o o k  s i x  h o u r s ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e
P . &  o .  N o r d i c  F e r r y  f r o m  F e l i x s t o w e  t o  Z e e b r u g g e r .  T h i s  w a s
o u r  w e l l  r e h e a r s e d  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  a r o s e
l i t e r a l l y  e v e r y w h e r e  w e  t i e d  u p .

o n  T u e s d a y  2 5 t h .  A p r i l  P e t e r  a n d  J e a n  L a t h a m  w i t h  M o o n s h a d o w
a n d  B r i a n  a n d  P a m  J u k e s ,  G u l l i v e r ,  l e f t  N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e  w i t h
a  c o v e r i n g  o f  s n o w  f o r  a  h o l i d a y  i n  t h e  N e t h e r r a n d s .  w e
s p e n t  a  v e r y  c o l d  n i g h t  a t  L e v i n g t o n  a n d  t h e n  p r o c e e d e d  t o
t h e  F e r r y  a t  F e l i x s t o w e  f o r  a  v e r y  l e i s u r e l y  c r o s s i n g  t o
Z e e b r u g g e  a r r i v i n g  a t  5 . p . m .  A f t e r  g e t t i n g  a c c u s t o m " a  t o
d r i v i n g  o n  t h e  r i g h t  r  w €  m o t o r e d  t o  t h e  B r e s k e n s  F e r r y  f o r
t h e  2 0  m i n s .  c r o s s i n g  t o  v l i s s i n g e n ,  ( t n i s  f e r r y  r u n s  e v e r y
]  h o u r  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y t i r n e )  a n d  t h e n  c a r r i e d  o n  t o w a r d s  o u r
d e s t i n a t i o n ,  V e e r e .  H e r e  w e  f o u n d  a  c o n v e n i e n t  m i n i - c a m p
s i t e  a n d  s l e p t  i n  o u r  b o a t s  o v e r n i g h t .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  w e  a r r i - v e d  a t  o o s t e r w a t e r i n q
J a c h t h a v e n  n e a r b y  a n d  a  f r i e n d r y  h a r b o u r m a s t e r  s h o w e d  u s
w h e r e  t o  l a u n c h  a n d  l e a v e  t h e  t r a i l e r s  a n d  c a r s  i n  a  l o c k e d
c o m p o u n d .  T h i s  h a r b o u r m a s t e r  a l s o  r u n s  a  f i r s t  c l a s s
c h a n d l e r y  w h e r e  w e  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  D u t c h  c h a r t  1 g o 5  s h o w i n g
t h e  v e e r s e  M e e r ,  O o s t e r s c h e l d e  a n d  G r e v e l i n g e n m e e r  w h i c h
w a t e r s  w e r e  t o  b e  o u r  p l a y g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w o  w e e k s .

D u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  w e  g e n t l e y  m o t o r s a i l e d  a r o u n d  t h e
h e a d l a n d  t o  t i e  u p  a t  t h e  t o w n  q u a y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  y a c h t  c l u b
a t  v e e r e .  A  w a l k  a r o u n d  t h e  t o w n  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  s h o w e r s  a t
t h e  Y a c h t  c l u b  a n d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  e v e n i n g  m e a l  i n  t h e i r
r e s t a u r a n t .  H e r e  w e  r e c e i v e d  a  w a r m  w e l c o m e  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y
w i t h  n o  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r s  s i n c e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  D u t c h
p e o p l e  s p e a k  E n g l i s h .

T h e  n e x t  d a y - ,  F r i d a y r  w e  b o u g h t  p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  h a d  a  c l o s e r
l o o k  a t  t h e  T o w n  H a l l  w h o s e  c l o c k  h a d  b e e n  s t r i k i n g  e v e r y  +h o u r  s i - n c e  w e  h a d  a r r i v e d . .  w e  w e r e  t o  g r o w  a c c u s t o m e d  t o
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  t o w n  h a l l  c l o c k s  i n  Z e e l a n d  a r e  a n
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  a n d  p l a y  w e l l  k n o w n  t u n e s  v e r v
f r e q u e n t l y .

w e  l e f t  t h e  t o w n  q u a y  a n d  m o t o r e d .  r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  t o
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n  o f  o u r  f i r s t  l o c k  i n t o  t h e  c a n a r
l e a d i n g  t o  M i d d e l b u r g .  T h e  u s e  o f  l o c k s  r e q u i _ r e s  n o  f e e  a n d
t h e y  a r e  c o n t a c t a b l e  o n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  v H F  c h a n n e l .  T h e y
a r e  a l s o  l i a b l e  t o  b e  h a l f  f u l l  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  s h i p p i n g  a n d
t h e  r u l e  i s  t o  a l l o w  t h e s e  s o m e t i m e s  m a s s i v e  u a r g l s  t ;  e n t e r
f i r s t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  n e e d  b e  n o  f e a r  s i n c e  t h e  l o c k s  a r e
o p e r a t e d  g e n t l y  a n d  t h e  k e e p e r s  a r e  m o s t  h e l p f u l .
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F r o m  t h e  l o c k  w e  m o t o r e d  a l o n g  t h e  c a n a l  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e
t o w n  w h e r e  t h e  H a r b o u r m a s t e r  a l l o w e d  u s  t o  m o o r  t o  a  v e r y
h a n d y  p o n t o o n  n o r m a l l y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  a  t w o  h o u r  s t a y  b y
s h o p p e r s .  T h i s  t o w n ,  b e i n g  t h e  m a i n  o n e  o f  Z e e l a n d ,  h a d  a
l a r g e  m a r k e t  s q u a r e  o v e r l o o k e d  b y  a  t o w n  h a I l  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n
b e a u t i f u l l y  d e c o r a t e d  f o r  a  s e r i e s  o f  w e d d i n g  c e r e m o n i e s
w h i c h  w e r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  I t  w a s  Q u e e n  J u l i a n a r s  8 O t t r
b i r t h d a y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  a n d  s o  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  s t a y  a n d
j o i n  i n  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a  f i r e w o r k
d i s p l a y  w h i c h  w e  w a t c h e d  f r o m  t h e  u p s t a i r s  b a r  w i n d o w s  o f
t h e  Y a c h t  C l u b .

S u n d a y  s a w  u s  m o t o r i n g  b a c k  u p  t h e  c a n a l .  W e  l o c k e d  i n t o
t h e  V e e r s e m e e r  a n d  h o i s t e d  s a i l s  o n  c o u r s e  f o r  K o r t g e n e .
L u n c h  b r e a k  w a s  t a k e n  m o o r e d  u p  t o  a n  i s l a n d  j e t t y .  T h e r e
a r e ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  m a n y  u n i n h a b i t e d  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e s e  l a k e s
w i t h  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t y i n g  u p  w i t h  b a r b e q u e  a r e a s  a n d  r u b b i s h
d i s p o s a l  p o i n t s .  D e l t a  M a r i n a  a t  K o r t g e n e ,  b e i n g  r e c e n t l y
b u i l t ,  o f f e r s  s u p u r b  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  w e  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n d u l g e d
i n  a  c r e a m  t e a  i n  t h e  Y a c h t  C l u b  r e s t a u r a n t  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e
l a k e .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  w e  e v e n t u a l l y  l e f t  t h e  v i s i t o r r s
p o n t o o n s  h a v l n g  r e p l a c e d  M o o n s h a d o w r s  o u t b o a r d  s h e e r p i n  a t
t h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t .  A f t e r  l o c k i n g  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  i n l a n d
w a t e r ,  n a m e l y  t h e  O o s t e r s c h e l d e ,  s a i l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  l o o k e d
s o m e w h a t  o m i n o u s  a n d  b e i n g  c a u t i o u s  w e  s a i l e d  w i t h  t w o  r e e f s
v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l y  f o r  t h e  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  l o c k  a t  t h e
e n t r a n c e  o f  H a v e n k a n a a . l -  d o w n  w h i c h  w e  m o t o r e d  t o  G o e s .  T h e
l i f t i n g  b r i d g e  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  m a r i n a  e n t r a n c e  c a r r i e s  m u c h
t r a f f i c  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  t o w n  a n d  a l t h o u g h  o p e n i n g  o n  t h e
h o u r  f o r  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  o n 1 y ,  w €  h a d  a  t w o  h o u r s  w a i t  o n
a c c o u n t  o f  a r r i v i n g  w h e n  t h e  o p e r a t o r  w a s  a t  l u n c h .
H o w e v e r . ,  w €  w a s t e d  n o  t i m e  i n  h a v i n g ;  o u r  m e a l  a n d  i n  a  g r e a t
s t a t e  o f  r e a d i n e s s  w e  m a d e  o u r  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  B u t
M r .  - s o d  s t r u c k  a g a i n .  T h i s  t i m e  i t  w a s  G u l l i v e r ' s  s h e e r p i n
a n d  t h e  b o a t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  g o t  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  m e a n t  a  f u r t h e r
h o u r  w a i t .  R e p a i r s  m a d e r  w €  e n t e r e d  t h e  m a r i n a  a n d  a 1 I  o u r
p r o b l e m s  p a l e d  t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e .

G o e s  m a r i n a  i s  l a i d  o u t  l i k e  a  t i n y  o l d  w o r l d  h a r b o u r .  A
1 i - g h t h o u s e  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  d i s g u i s i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
i t  i s  a  t o i l e t ,  D I Y  c r a n e  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h e
C l u b h o u s e  o f f e r s  d r i n k s  o n  a  s e l f - h e l p  b a s i s  w i t h  a n  h o n e s t y
b o x .

I t  w a s  h e r e  t h a t  P e t e r  t o o k  h i s  f i r s t  s t e p  t o  r e t i r e m e n t
f r o m  s a i l i n g  b y  s u r r e n d e r i n g  h i s  S w i f t  1 8  h a t  t o  t h e  l i t t l e
8 5  y e a r - o l d  h a r b o u r m a s t e r  w h o  p r o b a b l y  w e a r s  i t  t o  t h i s  d a y
b e c a u s e  a p p a r e n t l y  a  f a d e d  b l u e  E n g l i s h  y a c h t m a n r s  c a p  w a s
w h a t  h e  h a d  d e s i r e d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b y  n o w
h e  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  P e t e r  a  S w i f t  I  8  p e n n a n t  t o
h a n g  w i t h  s c o r e s  o f  o t h e r s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t h e
C l u b h o u s e .
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T h e  n e x t  d a y  t h e  w e e k l y  m a r k e t  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  S q u a r e  w h i c h
p r o v i d e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  s o m e
o f  t h e  o l d e r  p e o p l e  w e r e  d r e s s e d  i n  N a t i o n a l  C o s t u m e .  T h e
a f t e r n o o n  w a s  o c c u p i e d  b y  f o l l o w i n g  a  r o u t e  s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e
l o c a l  m u s e u m  t o  p l a c e s  o f  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t  a r o u n d  t h e  t o w n .
O n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  W e d n e s d a y ,  B r i a n  a n d  P a m  c a u g h t  t h e
7 . 4 4  t r a i n  f r o m  G o e s  t o  A m s t e r d a m  a r r i v i n g  a t  1 0 . 0 0  a . m .  i n
t i m e  f o r  a  s i g h t s e e i n g  t o u r  b y  c a n a l  b o a t  b e f o r e  l u n c h .
T h e y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  c o a c h  t r i p  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t o  c a t c h  a
t r a i n  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e m  t i r e d  b u t  h " p p y  b a c k  t o  G o e s  a t  1 0 . 0 0
p .  m .

T h u r s d a y  m o r n i n g  w e  s a i d  g o o d b y e  t o  G o e s  l e a v i n g  a t  t h e  9 . 0 0
a . m .  b r i d g e  o p e n i n g ,  m o t o r e d  u p  t h e  c a n a l  a n d  l o c k e d  b a c k
i n t o  t h e  O o s t e r s c h e l d e .  T h e n  w e  s e t  s a i l  f o r  Z i e r l k z e e
p a s s i n g  u n d e r  t h e  n o r t h  e n d  o f  t h e  5 r 0 0 0  m e t r e  Z e e l a n d
b r i d g e .  T h e r e  m u s t  b e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  5 0  a r c h e s  b u t  i t  i s
p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  S w i f t  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a n y  o n e .
D o  h a v e  y o u r  m o t o r  r u n n i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  w i l l  l o s e
t h e  w i n d  u n d e r  t h e  a r c h e s .

W e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  t o w n  q u a y  i n  t i m e  f o r  l u n c h  o n  b o a r d
h a v i n g  m a d e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  8  m i l e s  w i t h  a  b e a m  w i n d  l n  t w o
h o u r s .  O n  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  o u r  a f t e r n o o n  w a l k a b o u t s  w e  w e r e
s u r p r i s e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  s c o r e s  o f  b o a t s  h a d  a r r i v e d  l e a v i n g  u s
w i t h  i n s i d e  p o s i t i o n  o n  a  r a f t  o f  s e v e n .  T h e y  h a d  a l l
a r r i v e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f o r  t h e  o l d  b a r g e  r a c e s  w h i c h  w e r e  t o
t a k e  p l a c e  o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d .

W e  m a d e  o u r  e s c a p e  t h e  n e x t  d a y  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t a r t
l i n e  b e f o r e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f 1 e e t ,  t o  s a i l  e a s t w a r d s  i n  a
v e r y  l i g h t  w i n d  t o  o u r  n e x t  p o r t  o f  c a l l  S i n t  A n n a l a n d .  T h e
u s u a l  a f t e r n o o n  w a l k a b o u t s  w e r e  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n  e v e n i n g  m e a l
a n d  d r i n k s  i n  t h e  Y a c h t  C l u b  w h i c h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a n  o l d
m o t o r  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l  p u r p o s e l y  r u n  a g r o u n d  i n  t h e  h a r b o u r .

T h e  w i n d  g o t  u p  i n  t h e  n i g h t  a n d  b y  t h e  m o r n i n g  w a s  g u s t i n g
6  o r  7  a n d  s o  o u r  d e p a r t u r e  t o  C o l i n s p l a a t  w a s  d e l a y e d  u n t i l
a f t e r  l u n c h .  W i t h  t h r e e  r e e f s  i n  w e  w o r k e d  o u r  w a y
c a r e f u l l y  u p  t h e  c r e e k  a n d  t h e n  t u r n e d  w e s t w a r d s  f o r  a  h a r d
s a i l  a v o i d i n g  t h e  b a r g e s  i n  t h e i r  s e c o n d  d a y  o f  r a c i n g .  W e
p a s s e d  u n d e r  t h e  s o u t h - e n d  o f  t h e  Z e e l a n d  b r i d g e  i n t o  a  v e r y
l u m p y  s e a .  C o l i n s p l a a t  e n t r a n c e  i s  v e r y  n a r r o w  w i t h  r o c k s
e i t h e r  s i d e  a n d  w i t h  a  f o l l o w i n g  w i n d  b l o w i n g ,  g e t t i n g  i n
w a s  a  h a i r - r a i s i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  l u c k i l y  f o r  u s  t h e  o n l y  o n e
o f  t h e  h o l i d a y .

W e  l e f t  C o l i n s p l a a t  a t  9 .
m u c h  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t o
t y i n g  u p  t o  a  j e t t y  s o m e
f r e s h  b r e e z e  w h i s k e d  u s  a
p . m .  H e r e  w e  s a w  a n o t h e r

3 0  a . m .  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  i n
l o c k  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  V e e r s e m e e r ,

t w o  m i l e s  f u r t h e r  o n  f o r  l u n c h .  A
l o n g  t o  K a m p e r l a n d  m a r i n a  b y  6 . 0 0

l o c a l  S w i f t  n a m e d  r r D a y d r e a m t l
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c o m p l e t e d  f r o m  a  k i t  b y  a  D u t c h m a n  w h o  p r o u d l y  s h o w e d  P e t e r
h i s  h a n d i w o r k .  N e x t  m o r n i n g  w e  m o t o r e d  u p  t h e  c a n a l  a  s h o r t
d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  T o w n  Q u a y  a n d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  h a v e
b e e n  O K  f o r  a n  o v e r n i g h t  s t o p .  W e  s a i l e d  t o  a  s m a l l  i s l a n d
f o r  l u n c h  a n d  t h e n  o n t o  O o s t e r w a t e r i n g  t o  s l i p  o u t
m i d - a f t e r n o o n .

W e  t r a i l e d  b a c k  o v e r  t h e  B r e s k e n s  F e r r y  a n d  s t o p p e d  a t  a
m i n i  c a m p  s i t e  n e a r  S l u i s ,  i n  w h i c h  c h a r m i n g  l i t t l e  t o w n  w e
h a d  a  m o s t  e x c e l l e n t  a n d  v e r y  r e a s o n a b l y  p r i c e d  e v e n i n g  m e a l
a t  t h e  r r R e d  L i o n r r .

L e a v i n g  t h e  b o a t s  a t  t h i s  c a m p s i t e  w e  t r a v e l l e d  a r o u n d  b y
c a r  a l l  t h e  f o l l o r v i n g  d a y  v i s i t i n g  B r u g g e s ,  O s t e n d e  a n d
B l a n k e n b e r g e .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  w e  s a d l y  d e p a r t e d  f o r  t h e
m i d - d a y  f e r r y  f r o m  Z e e b r u g g e  a n d  t h e n c e  b a c k  h o m e ,  w i t h  a l l
f o u r  o f  u s  d e c l a r i n g  w e  h a d  j u s t  e n j o y e d  a  s u p e r b  h o l i d a y
w o r t h  r e p e a t i n g  a n y t i m e .

L o o k i n g  a t  a  m a p  o f  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  t h e  a d v e n t u r o u s  s a i l o r
w i l l  s e e  t h a t  w e  o n l y  s a i l e d  i n  t h e  t w o  s o u t h e r n m o s t  l a k e s .
T h e s e  w a t e r w a y s  a r e  o f  c o u r s e  c o n n e c t e d  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e
w a s t  I j s s e l m e e r  i n  t h e  N o r t h  a n d  t h u s  p r o v i d e  o n e  o f  t h e
m o s t  e x c i t i n g  i n l a n d  a r e a s  f o r  S w i f t i n g  w i t h o u t  i n v o l v i n g
t o o  m u c h  t r a i l i n g .

S o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  c o s t s :

( e x c h a n g e  r a t e  M a y  1 9 8 9  -  3 . 5  g u i l d e r s  =  f , , 1 )

F e r r y  r e t u r n  d a y t i m e  s a i l i n g s ,
b o a t  t r a i l e r ,  2  p e r s o n s
F e r r y  B r e s k e n s ,  c a r ,  t r a i l e r  &

C a r  -  V o l v o

2  p e r s o n s

2  4 0  f , z o  4

I  { . 0 O G u
1  0 . 0 O G u
{ 2 .  t O G u
2 6 . 0 O c u

6 . 6 6  t o  9 . 9 o G u

C a m p  s i t e  1  n i g h t
S l i p  a n d  p a r k i n g  1 2  n i g h t s
C h a r t  ( c o n v e n i e n t  s c a l e  i n  b o o k  f o r m )
M o o r i n g  p e r  n i g h t ,  m o s t  i n c l u d i n g  s h o w e r s
F o o d  a n d  r e s t a u r a n t  m e a l s  s i m i l a r  t o  U K .

I f  w e  c a n  b e  o f  h e l p  t o  a n y o n e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  s u c h  a  h o l i d a y
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  B r i a n  a n d  P a m  o n  0 6 3 6 6 2 6 3 8 4 .

P e t e r  a n d  J e a n  L a t h a m  S . 1 4  ( r e t i r i e d )
B r i a n  a n d  P a m  J u k e s  S . 8 1  ( s t i l l  g o i n g  s t r o n g )
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5.2 AN EXERCISE THAT TIJRNED INTO QUITE A SHOU

r t  a l l  happened  a t  r 7 .Soh rs .  on  the  1 -2 th  Ju l y  ' 89 ,  wh i re  pau l i ne  and  r

were munching our  sandwiches and s ipping our  soup.  Anchored in Studland

Bay on a warm sunny day,  we spot ted an enormous low f ly i -ng Hercu]es

p lane  c i r c l i ng  ove rhead .  A t  t he  t ime  yach ts  we re  sa j - J - i ng  t o  and  f ro

looking for  su i table anchorages.  A marker  parachute was e jected f rom

the  Hercu l -es  and  seven  pa rachu t i s t s  f oJ - l owed ,  d ropp ing  i n  t he  sea

around the Bay.  The Hercules made another  low approach making sure a l - l

seven and marker  were ret r ieved by the mar ine craf t .  Then the pJ-ane

made a second approach and repeated the same procedure,  but  we could

not  bel ieve our  eyes,  the marker  parachute f loated down r ight  over  the

mas t  o f  a  yach t  i n  f u l l  sa i l ,  cove r i ng  the  sa i l s  and  wrapp ing  i t se l f

around the mast  -  imagine the consternat ion of  the crew -  everyth ing

suddenJ-ey b lacked out l  i  rhe mar ine craf t  rushed to help the unfor t -

una te  yach t ,  wh i l e  t he  p lane  c i r c l ed  l ower  and  l - ower  wa tch ing  l i ke  a

mo the r  goose  keep ing  an  eye  on  he r  seven  gos l i ngs  i n  t he  d r i nk .  Some-

one  c l - imbed  up  the  mas t  and  managed  to  unwrap  the  tang led  ' chu te .The

m a r i n e  c r a f t  t h e n  p r o c e e d e d  t o  p i c k  u p  a l l  t h e  ' g o s r i n g s r a n d  o n l y

t h e n  d i d ' m o t h e r  g o o s e '  f l y  o f f  m u c h  t o  e v e r y o n e ' s  r e l i e f .  w e  w e r e

jus t  abou t  ready  to  have  ou r  co f f ee ,  yes  you rve  guessed  i t ,  t he  3 rd

and  f i na l  app roach  -  a  pe r fec t  c l us te r  d rop ,  t h i s  t ime  r i gh t  ove r -
h a a d  s = n d o n l i - -  1 1  -  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  h r e c z c  n a n n r r i n g  t h e m  t o  d r n nu t r E  r r v r  U l t w g v  v q r  r  J  r - _ o

sa fe l y  i - n  t he  sea .  A lways  be  p repa red  fo r  t he  unexpec ted ,  was  ou r

conc lus ion l  i  one  o f  t he  more  en te r ta in ing  h igh l i gh t s  o f  ou r  season .

P a u l i n e  &  B i l l

S a n d a n l  i n a  
' 1  

1

Mudeford

Chr i s t chu rch

Crouch

s0 38

Dorset

1 5



5 . 3 . ELBAN ESCAPADE

The  on l y  t h i ng  we  knew abou t  t he  I s l and  o f  E lba  be fo re  dec id ing  to  sa i l

r ound  i t  was  Napo leon ts  f amous  pa l i nd rome '  nAb1e  was  I  e re  I  saw  E lba t r .

Rod  He ike l l t s  I t a l i an  l 4a te rs  P i l o t  r evea led  tha t  E lba  i s  t he  I a r ses t

i s l and  i n  t he  Tuscan  a rch ipe lago  be tween  Cors i ca  and  the  I t a l i an

rna in land .  I t  i s  ve ry  noun ta inous  and  i t s  deep l y  i nden ted  coas t l i ne

p rov ides  a  number  o f  beau t i f u l  ancho rages  and  ha rbou rs .  A l t housh  on l y  I 7

n i l es  l ong  by  11 .  m i l es  i t  has  75  n i l es  o f  coas t l i ne ,  i dea l  f o r  t he

t r a i l e r  s a i l o r .

I t  t ook  us  l ess  t han  3  days  to  t r a i l  t T ige r  L i l y r  ove r l and  f rom Le  Hav re

v i a  t h e  M o n t  B l a n c  T u n n e l  t o  P u n t a  A l a  o n  t h e  I t a l i a n  n a i n l a n d .  T h e

modern  na r i na  a t  Pun ta  A Ia  l i es  on  a  head land  a  f ew  m i l es  sou th  o f

P i o n r b i n o  a n d  w i t h i n  s i g h t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  ' I s o l a  d e l  E I b a r .

Pun ta  A la  w i t h  i t s  f ash ionab le  res tau ran ts  and  des igne r  c l o thes  shops  i s

a  l a rge  ho l i day  conp lex  con ta in ing  go l f  couFS€r  race  cou rse  and  ho l i day

homes .  Bo th  mar ina  and  boa tya rd  o f f e r  exce l l en t  f ac i l i t i es  w i t h  sPo t l ess

showers ,  t o i t e t s  and  a  good  chand le ry .  Gua rd ing  a I l  t h i s  a re  t he
t V i g i l a n t e s t ,  a  k i n d  o f  p r i v a t e  p o l i c e  f o r c e .  T h e  c o s t  o f  t h e s e  h i g h

s tanda rds  i s  re f l ec ted  i n  t he  f ees  cha rged ,  penhaps  mak ing  Pun ta  A Ia

more  su i t ed  t o  t he  1a r9e  numbers  o f  6B  foo t  runabou ts  wh i ch  occuPv  nuch

o f  t he  mar ina .  The  meagre  needs  o f  t he  t r a i l e r  sa i l o r  seem to  have  go t

l o s t  w i t h i n  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  n a c h i n e .  H a v i n g  p a i d  a  4 0  p o u n d  c r a n i n g

fee ,  T ige r  L i l y  was  qu i ck l y  and  e f f i c i en t l y  t r ans fe r red  f rom t ra i l e r  t o

w a t e r  a n d  a l l o c a t e d  a  P o n t o o n  b e r t h  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  ( a n o t h e r  f e e )  '  I t  i s

expens i ve  t o  l eave  the  ca r  and  t ra i l e r  i ns ide  the  n ra r i na  comPound '  bu t

we  found  tha t  t hey  cou ld  be  Ie f t  ou t s i de  a t  t he  t op  o f  t he  h i l l  and

unde r  t he  eyes  o f  t he  V ig i l an tes  Pa t ro l  who  gua rd  t he  aPProach  road '

A t though  i t  was  a  ve ry  p leasan t  p lace  to  s ta r t  and  end  ou r  sa i l i ng r  w i t h

mar ina  be r ths  cos t i ng  12  pounds /n igh t  i t  was  no t  t he  p lace  to  s tay  t oo

long .  E lba  w i th  i t s  ma jes t i c  rnoun ta ins  was  c lea r l y  v i s i b l e  on  the

ho r i zon  and  we  were  keen  to  ge t  sa i l i ns , .  I t  t ook  us  5  hou rs  t o  sa i l  t he

15  m i l es  t o  Po r to  Azzu ro ,  a  sma l l  po r t  on  t he  eas te rn  s i de  o f  E Iba ,  and

ancho r  a t  t he  head  o f  t he  bay  j us t  wes t  o f  t he  t own .  0n  ven tu r i ng  i n to

the  ha rbou r  i n  t he  i n f l a tab le  we  found  the  wa te r f ron t  c rowded  w i th  boa ts

o f  a l l  s i zes  and  the  quays ide  bus t l i ng  w i t h  s t ro l l e r s  en joy ing  the

l ' led i terranean eveni  ng.

ou r  p lan  was  to  sa i l  c l ockw ise  round  E Iba  and  so  nex t  morn ing  we  se t  ou t

fo r  t he  sou th  coas t  o f  t he  i s l and .  E lba ts  sou the rn  coas t  has  th ree  deep

bays  and  a  number  o f  sma l l e r  coves .  The  SE  head land ,  Pun ta  de i  R ipa r t i '

conta ins .a number of  d isused i ron ore work ings and h ides a pret tv

sh ing le  beach  j us t  wes t  o f  t he  t i p .  The  cove  was  an  i dea l  l unch t ime  s top

as  i t  was  easy  to  ancho r  w i t h i n  sw imming  d i s tance  o f  t he  sho re .  0n

round ing  the  nex t  head land  we  cane  to  t he  f i r s t  o f  t he  l a rge  bavs ,  Go l fo

S te I I a .  I n  t he  no r thwes t  co rne r  t he re  i s  a  l i t t l e  b reakwa te r  p ro tec t i ns

local  boats on pernanent  nroor ings.  ] . le  anchored for  the n ight  at  the end

o f  t h e  b r e a k w a t e r  i n  a n  i d v l l i c  s i t u a t i o n .
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The  second  l a rge  bay '  Go l f o  de l l a  Lacona ,  has  a  I onE  beach  a t  i t s  head
and  a  ve ry  conven ien t  ancho rage  on  the  wes te rn  s i de .  A  few  rn i l es

fu r the r  wes t  i s  Go l fo  d i  Campo  w i th  i t s  ha rbou r  and  town ,  Mar ina  d i
Canpo .  La rge r  vesse l s  noo r  on  the  i ns ide  o f  t he  b reakwa te r  bu t  t he
sma l l e r  ones  can  moor  bows  o r  s te rn  t o  t he  t own  quay .  The  town  has  nany

shops  and  res tau ran ts  and  the re  i s  a  good  sandy  beach  w i th in  wa l k i ns

d i s tance  o f  t he  ha rbou r .  Mar ina  d i  Can rpo  i s  a  base  fo r  p r i son  se rv i ce

vesse l s  (Guarda  Cus tod ia )  and  be ing  a  busy  f i she rnen rs  ha rbou r  i t  was
comnon  to  see  ancho r  t ang les ,  a  t r ad i t i ona l  l , l ed i t e r ranean  fo ib le .

The  wes te rn  s i de  o f  E lba  o f f e r s  l i t t l e  i n  t he  way  o f  she l t e red  coves  o r
ancho rages .  The  L6  nau t i ca l  n i l es  round  to  Marc iana  l ' l a r i ana  i n  t he

no r thwes t  a lmos t  c i r c l es  l ' l oun t  Capanne ,  wh i ch  a t  10 IE  n re t res  i s  t he
h i shes t  peak  on  E Iba .  l ^ l e  f ound  the  t i ny  cove  a t  Go l fo  d i  Ba rba to ia  was

buoyed  o f f  and  i t  was  on l y  poss ib le  t o  ancho r  i n  abou t  7  ne t res  o f
wa te r .  Away  on  the  ho r i zon  a t  23  nau t i ca l  m i l es  d i s tan t  cou ld  be  seen
the  con i ca l  i s l and  o f  Mon tec r i s to  wh i l s t  t he  f l a t  i s l and  o f  P ianosa  7
m i l es  away  was  ba re l y  v i s i b l e  t h rough  the  sea  haze .  Du r i ng  the  passage

to  Marc iana  Mar ina  the  moun ta ins  o f  Co rs i ca  and  the  i s l and  o f  Cap ra ia
cou ld  a l so  be  seen  tower ing  ou t  o f  t he  ho r i zon .

A t  Marc iana  we  managed  to  squeeze  ou rse l ves  i n  be tween  two  much  l a rge r
boa ts  and  then  use  the  rocky  beach  ove r  t he  b reakwa te r  f o r  sw imming .
A f te r  t ak ing  a  I oca l  bus  up  the  na r row  w indy  road  to  l 4a r i ana  A l t a
ove r l ook ing  the  ha rbou r ,  we  found  the  cab le  ca r  wh i ch  ascends  Moun t
Capanne .  I t  t akes  abou t  15  m inu tes  t o  reach  the  summi t  and  on  a  good  day
you  can  see  a l l  o f  E Iba '  t he  rna in land ,  Co rs i ca  and  mos t  t he  o the r
i s l ands  o f  t he  Tuscan  A rch ipe lago .  Howeve r ,  we  had  chosen  a  pa r t i a l l y

c l oudy  day  and  saw on l y  t he  t ops  o f  c l ouds  and  the  numerous  m ic rowave
d i shes  wh ich  l i t t e r  t he  summi t .

To  the  eas t  o f  Marc iana  l i e  t h ree  bays  each  w i th  a t t r ac t i ve  day t ime
ancho rages .  I n  t he  sou the r l y  one  the  c rew  se t  t o  wo rk  t o  sc rub  o i I  f r om
T ige r  L i l y r s  hu l l  -  someone  mus t  have  been  punp ing  the i r  b i l ges  i n  t he
hg rbou r .  I t  was  now t ime  to  recons ide r  t he  o r i g i na l  p l an  o f  sa i l i ng  down
the  ma in land  coas t  t o  t he  I s l and  o f  G ig l i o .  l , l e  l i ked  E lba  so  nuch  tha t
the  o r i g i na l  p l an  was  abandoned  i n  f avou r  o f  mak ing  a  second
c i r cumnav iga t i on  o f  t he  I s l and  i ns tead .  Thus  we  headed  s t ra igh t  on  to
the  l i t t l e  ha rbou r  o f  Cavo  on  the  NE o f  t he  i s l and .  h le  f ound  th i s
ha rbou r  qu i t e  choppy  du r i ng  the  n igh t  -  pe rhaps  i t  was  the  wash  f ron
la rge  sh ips  pass ins  t h rough  the  nea rby  P iomb ino  Channe l .

Rio Mar ina,  a few mi les down the coast  f rom Cavo,  has a Monday narket
and  the re fo re  we  l e f t  ea r l y  i n  o rde r  t o  ca t ch  i t .  The re  a re  wo rk ing  i non
o re  m ines  and  a  l oad ing  j e t t v  j us t  no r th  o f  t he  ha rboun .  The  town  i s
qua in t ,  p i c tu resque  and  s l i sh t l y  V i c to r i an  bu t  eve ryv rhe re  seens  to  be
cove red  i n  i r on  o re  dus t  -  Ha rn ing :  Do  no t  t o  s i t  down  i n  wh i t e  sho r t s  I

A f t e r  a  l ong  t r i p  back  to  t he  ma in land  i n  l i sh t  SE  w inds ,  t he  c rew
reve l l ed  i n  t he  shower  a t  Pun ta  A la  wh i l s t  t he  sk ippe r  checked  the  ca r
and  t ra i l e r .  A  mea l  ou t  i n  one  o f  t he  res tau ran ts  conp le ted  ou r  f i r s t
w e e k  o f  E 9  n a u t i c a l  n i l e s .  A  f e l l o w  t r a i l e r  s a i l o r t s  c a r  a n d  t r a i l e r
(Dave  Evans  o f  T r i ske l l  2 )  had  appea red  i n  t he  ca r  pa rk .  Be fo re  l eav ing
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England we had compared our  cru is ing p lans and knew that  Dave n ight  now

be  on  the  no r th  coas t  o f  E lba .  Se t t i ng  ou t  ea r l y  t he  f o l l ow ing  dav '  we

sa i l ed  t he  23  m i l es  round  to  Po r to  Fe r ra io  t ak ing  l unch  on  the  n rove  (no t

o u r  u s u a l  c u s t o m ) .  0 n  e n t e r i n g  t h e  a n c i e n t  h a r b o u r  T r i s k e l l r s  r e d  h u l l

was  qu i ck l y  spo t ted  and  T ige r  L i I v  t i ed  uP  a longs ide .

A very p leasant  evening was spent  over  a several  cans of  local  beer

exchang ing  ta les  abou t  ou r  I t a l i an  expe r i ences  and  n rak ing  a  j o i n t

exp lo ra t i on  o f  t he  t own  quay .

Dave was bound for  Cors ica and next  norn ing we gave h im a cheery wave as

he headed out  of  harbour.  l ' le  then took the oPportuni ty  to take a look at

Napo leon rs  house  wh ich  s tands  on  the  h i l l  beh ind  the  ha rbou r ' .  The  house

and  rooms  a re  no re  o r  l ess  i n tac t  bu t  t he  o r i g i na l  f u rn i t u re  and

p i c tu res  we re  d i spe rsed .  Hany  have  s ince  been  necove red  to  p rov ide  an

in te res t i ng  Napo leon i c  nuseun .  Hav ing  en joyed  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  cu l t u re r

we  then  p roceeded  to  a  l a te  l unch t i n re  ancho rage  i n  t he  mos t  no r the r l y

cove  i n  t he  Go l fo  d i  P rocc io .  Du r i ng  the  m idd le  o f  t he  a f t e rnoon  da rk

thunde rc louds  began  bu i l d i ng  ove r  Moun t  Capanne  and  T ige r  L i l y  made  a

has ty  re t rea t  t o  t he  she l t e r  o f  l ' l a r c i ana  Mar ina .  L i sh tn ing  was

i l l um ina t i ng  t he  c louds  bu t  i t  seened  tha t  t he  t a l l  r noun ta in  was  d raw ing

mos t  o f  t he  s to rm as  we  d idn r t  see  much  ra in  a t  sea  l eve l .

Our sai l  round the yrestern end of  EIba was again accompanied wi th the

w ind  chang ing  qu i t e  ab rup t l y  f r on  a  f o l l ow ing  to  a  head  w ind  -  t ha t  i s

wha t  a  10 lE  me t re  moun ta in  does  fo r  vou  :

0n  ou r  second  ca l l  a t  Mar ina  d i  Ca rnpo  the  ha rbou r  was  compara t i ve l y

enp ty ,  bu t  i t  soon  f i l l ed  up  a f t e r  4pm.  Nex t  dav ,  on  ven tu r i ng  ou t  t o

the  edge  o f  t he  bay  (abou t  2  n r i l es )  i n to  a  s t rong  headw ind ,  i t  became

too  choppy  and  we  re tu rned  to  t he  comfo r t  o f  t he  ha rbou r  and  i t s

p leasan t  beach .  La te r  on  the  w ind  p i cked  up  f ro rn  t he  no r th  and  began  to
j o s t l e  t h e  b o a t s  t o g e t h e r .  T i g e r  L i l y ,  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  s n a l l e s t ,  w a s  i n

dange r  o f  becoming  squashed  be tween  two  l a rge  f i sh ins  boa ts  and  i t  was

necessa ry  t o  nove  to  ano the r  quay .

Cond i t i ons  we re  no  be t te r  t he  f o l l ow ing  no rn ing  and  the  c rew  dec ided  to

se t  t he  bus  to  Po r to  Fe r ra io .  Howeve r ,  t he  5 f t i ppe r r  d i scove red  tha t  a

shack le  on  ou r  second  s te rn  ancho r  had  worked  l oose  and  the  ancho r  now

lay  una t tached  a t  t he  bo t ton  o f  t he  ha rbou r .  By  us ing  a  m ix tu re  o f  s i gn

Ianguage  and  ske tches  a  l oca l  d i ve r  was  pe rsuaded  to  recove r  i t .  The

sk ippe r  l ea rn t  t he  w i sdon  o f  w i r i ng  shack le  p ins .

0n  l eav ing  Mar ina  d i  campo ,  t he  gen t l e  sa i l  eas twa rds  du l l ed  t he

nav iga to r r s  concen t ra t i on  (o r  was  i t  t he  can  o f  bee r  ? )  caus ing  us  t o

n i ss  t he  h idden  sh ing le  cove  wes t  o f  t he  head land  o f  Pun ta  de i  R ipa r t i .

Lunch  was  de layed  un t i l  we  found  ano the r  de l i gh t f u l  cove  j us t  r ound  the

head land . .  The  changeab le  w ind  sh i f t ed  ye t  aga in  and  we  were  fo rced  to

bea t  i n to  Po r to  Azzu ro  whe re  T ige r  L i l v  en joyed  ye t  ano the r  even ing

ancho red  peace fu l l y  a t  t he  head  o f  t he  bav .

I t  was  now ou r  l as t  day  on  E lba  and  a f t e r  mak ing  a  ve ry  ea r l v  morn ing

s ta r t ,  we  mo to red  i n  a  f l a t  ca lm  to  t he  t i t t l e  cove  a t  capo  0 r tano  fo r

b reak fas t .  Be ing  Monday  aga in ,  i t  seemed  r i gh t  t o  ca l l  a t  t he  rna rke t  a t
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Rio l ' lar ina for  souvenirs  before saying goodbye to Elba.  The N3/4 wind
p roduced  a  l ove l y  b road  reach  eas twards  back  to  Pun ta  A la .  T i se r  L i l v
was going so weI I  that  i t  was decided to carry on the extra 7 mi les
eas twards  to  t he  f i sh ing  ha rbou r  o f  Cas t i s l i one  De l l a  Pesca ia .  Howeve r ,
t he  w ind  sh i f t ed  wes te r l y  and  c rea ted  qu i t e  a  swe l l  a t  t he  en t rance  bu t
we  were  ab le  t o  noo r  conven ien t l y  i n  t he  new yach t  bas in .  An  exp lo ra t i on
o f  t he  sh ipya rd  f ac i l i t i es  revea led  tha t  T ige r  L i l y  cou ld  be  c raned  ou t
fo r  abou t  ha l f  t he  p r i ce  cha rged  a t  Pun ta  A la .  I t  was  a l so  poss ib le  t o
s to re  ca rs  secu re l y  i n  a  shed  gua rded  by  an  A l sa t i an  and  to  cha in
t ra i l e r s  t o  va r i ous  p ieces  o f  f enc ing .  A l t hough  temp ted  to  use  the
loca l  bus  to  9o  and  fe t ch  t he  ca r l t r a i l e r  f o r  T ige r  L i l y r s  recove ry ,  we
se t t l ed  on  the  l uxu ry  o f  Pun ta  A Ia  ra the r  t han  the  more  p r i n i t i ve
sh ipya rd  f ac i l i t i es  a t  Cas t i g l i one

The  re tu rn  passage  o f  6  m i l es  t o  Pun ta  A la  s ta r ted  w i th  a  gen t l e
fo l l ow ing  w ind ,  Howeve r ,  t h i s  was  no t  t o  l as t  and  we  Here  soon  be ing
headed  by  a  ve ry  l i gh t  wes te r l y .  I t  was  t i ne  t o  use  the  ma in  4HP eng ine
bu t  j us t  2  rn i l es  f r on  ha rbou r  i t  deve loped  a  ca rbu re t t o r  f au l t  and  began
leak ing  pe t ro l  eve rywhere .  The  w ind  had  now d ied  comp le te l y  and  the
f i na l  2  sea  m i l es  o f  ou r  ho l i day  we re  accomp l i shed  us ing  the
i n f l a t a b l e r s  2 H P  e n g i n e  n o u n t e d  o n  T i g e r  L i l y r s  s t e r n  I a d d e r .

l , , l i t h  t he  moun ta ins  o f  E lba  s tand ing  ou t  on  the  ho r i zon  we  sad l y  p repa red
fo r  t he  road  j ou rney  home.  Nex t  morn ing  T ige r  L i I y  was  c raned  ou t ,
washed  down  and  secu red  on  the  t ra i l e r .  By  L2 .45pn  we  on  ou r  way ,
ascend ing  the  tw i s t i ng  noad  ou t  o f  t he  mar ina  and  head ing  no r th  t o  j o i n

the  I t a l i an  no to rway  a t  L i vo rno .  Jus t  2  days  l a te r ,  desp i t e  a  t y re
b l o w o u t  i n  m i d  F r a n c e ,  T i g e r  L i l y  w a s  p a r k e d  a t  L e  H a v r e  a w a i t i n g  t h e
P & 0  c a r  f e r r y .  A f t e r  a  5  h o u r  c h a n n e l  c r o s s i n g  ( n o t  b a d  f o r  a n  I E
foo te r ! )  and  a  s l i gh t  de lay  i n  sa t i s f y i ng  t he  UK cus toms  o f f i ce r  abou t
T ige r  L i l y r s  ped ig ree r  she  was  sa fe l y  pa rked  a t  home.

D u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y  T i s e r  L i I v  c o v e r e d  1 E 0 0  r o a d  m i l e s ,  t E 9  n a u t i c a l
m i l es  and  was  a f l oa t  f o r  15  days  -  no t  much  o f  da i l y  ave rage ,  bu t  we  do
I i ke  t o  en joy  ou r  g lasses  o f  w ine  ancho red  i n  beau t i f u l  coves  and  bays .
Th i s  yea r r s  ho l i day  was  sonewha t  more  expens i ve  t ha t  ou r  p rev ious
expe r i ences  i n  Spa in  and  Yugos lav ia  -  r nos t l y  due  to  dea re r  f ood ,  road
to l l s  and  c ran ing  fees .  The  mar ina  expenses  were  cheape r  as  we  on l y  pa id
g ra tu i t i es  wh i l s t  i n  E lban  ha rbou rs .  Mos t  o f  t he  t ime  the  w ind  was
fa i r l y  l i gh t  and  va r i ab le  and  on l y  ?  days  were  l os t  due  to  s t rong  w inds .
The  moun ta ins  c rea ted  l a rge  w ind  d i s to r t i ons  as  seve ra l  t i nes  we  found
d i f f e ren t  w inds  on  oppos i t e  s i des  o f  head lands .  The re  a l so  see rned  to  be
a  marked  d iu rna l  change ,  t he  w ind  reve rs ing  d i rec t i on  abou t  4am and
I  O a m .

Th i s  yea r  was  more  t roub lesome w i th  t he  t emporany  l oss  o f  t he  second
ancho r ,  t he  ma in  eng ine  fau l t  and  a  t y re  b low  ou t .  Even  so ,  we  a l l  vo ted
i t  as  one .  o f  ou r  bes t  ho l i days  and  the  I s l and  o f  E lba  as  ou r  f avou r i t e
c ru i s i ng  a rea .  E Iba  o f f e red  beau t i f u l  scene ry '  cha rac ten  and  h i s to ry ,
t he  ha rbou rs  we re  cheap  and  unspo i l t ,  p rov i s i ons  we re  easy  to  ob ta in  and
the  sa i l i ng  and  sw inm ing  were  exce l l en t .  l . l ha t  no re  cou ld  one  ask  f o r  ?

T I G E R  L I L Y  ( S 2 I 7 )
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5 . 4 .

C o r n i x  r n  L h e  L a k e s S e p l e r n b e r  1 9 8 9

F r i d a y  8 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  a n d  a t  0 5 5 0  w i t h  S w i f t  i n  L o w  w e  j o i n
t h e  e a r l y  r n o r n i n g  t r a f  f  i c  o n  t h e  M 6  n o r t h b o u n d  f  r o r n  t h e
M i d l a n d s .  H a v i n g  b o o k e d  a  h o l i d a y  m o o r i n g  o n  l ^ l i n d e r m e r e  f  o r
t h r e e  w e e k s ,  L h i s  w a s  t o  b e  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k e n d .

T h e  c r e w  L h i s  w e e k e n d  h o w e v e r  c o n s i s t e d  n o t  o f  D o t  a n d
m y s e l f  ,  b u t  f  o u r  ' l a d s  .  w e 1 l ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t  l r a s  2 9 ,  T i r n  i s
f r o m  n e x t  d o o r  b u t  o n e ,  D a v e  i s  a  w o r k r n a t e  o f  T i r n ' s  a n d  A n d y  i s
a  J o r d i e  f r o m  H e x h a r n ,  I  n e t  h i n  w h i l s t  s a i l i n g  i n  S c o t l a n d .

B y  0 9 3 0  w e  w e r e  s t e p p i n g  t h e  r n a s t ,  a n d  b y  1 0 3 0 ,  C o r n i x  w a s
a f l o a t  a n d  b e i n g  l o a d e d  w i t h  a l l  b u t  t h e  k i t c h e n  s i n k .  A t  t h i s
p o i n L  A n d y  a r r i v e d ,  j u s t  i n  t i r n e  L o  m i s s  a l l  t h e  w o r k  !

A s  w e l l  a s  f o u r  p e o p l e ,  a l l  t h e  f o o d  a n d  d r i n k  ( ! )  f o r  t h r e e
d a y s .  l ^ l e  a l s o  h a d  a  f  u l ]  w e t  s u i t  e a c h ,  € l n d  A n d y ' s  s a i l  b o a r d  !
I  t h o u g h t  t h a L  s h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  v a n i s h  b e n e a t h  t h e  w a v e s .

I , I i  t h  t h e  s a i  l b o a r d  r a a s t  l a s h e d  t o  t h e  s t a r b o a r d  s h r o u d  a
d i n g h y  i n  t o w  f r o m  o n e  s i d e ,  € r o d  a  s a i r b o a r d  f r o r n  t h e  o t h e r ,  w e
c a s t  o f f  a n d  m o t o r e d  o u t  t o w a r d s  t h e  n o r t h  l a k e .

T h e  w i n d  w a s  b a s i c l y  a  n o r t h e r l y ,  a n d  w e  s p e n t  f r i d a y
a f t e r n o o n  b e a t i n g  t o  w : . n d w a r d ,  w i L h  v a r i n g  d e g r e e s  o i  s u c c e s s
d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  h e l m s r n a n .  1 7 3 0  s a w  u s  t i e d  u p  a t  t h e  L o w  l ^ I o o d
H o t e l ' s  p i e r ,  o n l y  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  d o  b a r  f o o d  i n
t h e  e v e n r n g .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  m a n a g e d  t o  c a t c h  a  b u s  t o  l ^ I a t e r h e a d .
A f t e r  a  b a r  r n e a l  w e  w a l k e d  t h e  r n i l e  o r  s o  b a c k  t o  t h e  L o w  l ^ I o o d ,
a n d  f i n i s h e d  o f f  t h e  e v e n i n g  i n  t h e  b a r  !

t . | e  a w o k e  o n  s a t u r d a y  t o  t h e  v i e w  o f  a  f o o t  b e i n g  p r a c e d  o n
t h e  s i d e  d e c k ,  L h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  f o o t  w a s  a  J a p a n e s e  t o u r i s t
f  r o m  t h e  h o t  e l ,  h a v i n g  h i , s  p h o t o  t a k e n  !

U n d e r  f u I I  r n a i n  a n d  g e n o a  w e  c o n t i n u e d  n o r t h  f o r  a  b r i e f  l o o k
a t  w a t e r h e a d  f r o m  L h e  1 a k e .  T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  s o m e  f i n e
d o w n w i n d  s a i l i n g  t o  B o w n e s s  w h e r e  w e  e n j o y e d  r u n c h  i n  o n e  o f
L h e  t o w n ' s  m a n y  c a f e " s .

M o r e  d o w n w i n d  s a i l i n g  t o o k  u s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  l a k e ,  e V € D t u a 1 1 y
a n c h o r i n g  o n  t h e  t l e s L  s h o r e .  H e r e  w e t s u i t s  n e r e  d o n n e d  a n d
w h i l s t  A n d y  w a s  a b l e  L o  w i n d s u r f ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  j u s t  k e p t
f a l t i n g  o f  f  !

E v e n i n g  m e a r  w a s  c o o k e d  o v e r  t h e  e m b e r s  o f  a  s m a r l  f i r e  a n d
t a k e n  w i t h  c o p i o u s  q u a n l i t y s  o f  a l e . .  s l e e p  c a n e  e a s r y
t h a t  n l g h t '  e v e n  o n  a  s m a l 1  b o a t  w i t h  f o u r  l a r g e  r n e n  o n  i t  !

S u n d a y  s a w  u s  r u n n i n g  d o w n  t o  L a k e s i d e ,  a n d  t h e n  n a n y  t a c k s
a s  w e  b e g a n  t h e  r e L u r n  t r i p .  T i m e  o v e r L o o k  u s  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  w e
w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  u s e  t h e  e n g i n e  t o  r e g a i n  t h e  f e r r y  n a b  b y  1 3 0 0 .

K i t  w a s  u n l o a d e d  a n d  C o r n i x  t a k e n  L o  h e r  m o o r i n g .
l . I e  h a d  a  t h o r o u g h l y  g o o d  t i m e ,  b u L  c o r n i x  w a s  n e v e r  f  a r  f  r o m

r n y  t h o u g h t s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  w e e k  a s  r  w o r k e d  t o w a r d s  n y  h o l i d a y
w e e k ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t s  a n o t h e r  s t o r y .

B i l l  O a k e s . C O R N I X ,  S O 7 4 .

Thanks for  your  contr ibut ion Bi l l -  -  great l  but

re - t ype  the  who l -e  page  I ' ve  l e f t  t he  spe l l i ng  o f

:

E D .

as I  d i .d  not  want  to

' J o r d i e '  a s  i s  -  e v e n

though I  am a Geordie mysel f
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6. FROIT{ THE POST BAG

6 . 1 . J u l y  1 9 8 9 ,  R e :  S a l e  o f  S w i f t  2 I 8  ( n e w  S e p t .  1 9 8 5 )

Chr i s t i ne  and  I  have  ve ry  sad l y  made  the  dec i s i on  to  se f l  ou r  be loved

Sw i f t  (H igh  KV)  I t  has  been  a  s tep  wh ich  has  p roduced  some emot ion ,

pa r t i cu la r l y  s i nce  i t  was  a t  t he  Sou thampton  Boa t  Show a f te r  we  dec ided

to buy the boat  that  I  proposed to Chr is t ine.

Now we  have  a  f abu lous  l i t t l e  g i r1 ,  Cha r l o t t e  aged  16  mon ths ,  and  ano the r

baby on the way.  Consequent ly ,  a l though we have cont i -nued to sai l  wi th

Char lo t t e  and  O l i ve r  t he  dog ,  we  fee l  t ha t  i t  w111  be  imprac t i ca l  w i t h

two  sma l l  ch i l d ren  and  the  dog .

We wonder i f  any members know of  anyone wishing to purchase a lov ingly

ma in ta ined  Sw i f t  18  -  -  -  -

Yours s i -ncerelv

S a r a r A  M i 1 1 a r .

-  We  con tac ted  Char les  F r i sby  who  was  l ook ing  fo r  a  Sw i f t

and  he  bough t  H igh  KV  s t ra igh t  away  : :
E D .

6 - 2 .  -  -  -  M a n r r  l - h a n l r q  f n n  n r r t l -  i  n n  . { - n  f } - \ i  -  I - . ^ - . +  . i  I  t . , ^ -  i , ,-  r t l o l l J  F e  v  v r r r E i  l l l L  v l r  u v  u l t l D  U V a  U  r  U  * O O  \ J  U S i

what I  wanted

Dur j -ng our  summer t ravels we spent  a weekend down at  Bucklers Hard where

we  me t  B r i an  Wat t s ,  'Moonshadow '  S0  14 .  Remernbe r  us  B r i an  ? ,  mus t  j us t

say we thought  you coped wel- l -  wi th the engine f i re  you wrote about  in

J u n e  N L  2 8 .  H o p e  s a i l i n g  h a s  b e e n  b e t t e r  s i n c e ,  a n d  y o u  f i n a l l y  m a d e

t h e  I . 0 . W .

As I  have two sons Russel-L age 7 and Ryan age 5 we are renaming our

S u r i  f t  2 q  2 n n n ^ n n i  a f  o  l - n  I - H A O S  I  I
v y r  r u v v  t

Pat and Char les Fr isby SO 2L8
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6.3 .  -  A  Swi f t  In t roduc t ion  -

Wait ing for the tear in my genoa to be repaired I  have an hour on my hands
to si t  by the r lverside here in Maidenhead watching the motor launches and
longboats  s l ip  pas t ,  and contempla te  rny  in i t ia t lon  in to  Swi f t  sa i l ing .

Having been a dinghy sai lor for f ive or six years i t  had always been my
intent ion that when the t ime (and pr ice) was r ight I  would graduate into
smal l  cruisersai l ing. This idea, however,  almost.  came to a halt  when last
year ,  a f te r  leav ing  a  depos i t  on  a  22  foo t  b i lge  kee le r ,  I  cou ld  f ind
nowhere round the Essex, Kent,  Sussex or Hampshire coasts where I  could
keep the boat unless I  forked out a king's ransom for a mud berth
access ib le  fo r  on ly  an  hour  e i ther  s ide  o f  h igh  water .

However,  in May this year when the sun came out I  again had longings to
sa i l  my own c ru is ing  yacht  and my a t ten t ion  tu rned to  t ra i le r -sa i1 ing .  I t
seemed to be the only answer. 0f  al l  the trai ler-sai lers on the market I
was part icular ly attracted to the Swif t ,  and in a chance conversat ion with
Roger Marsh he told me of the existence of "dinghy parks" l ike those at
Calshot Spit  and Bucklers Hard. The next morning my wife and I  went to
Bucklers Hard and after a chat with Bi l l  Grinday the Harbournaster my
space was booked.

At the same t ime whi le looking at the boats there we met Lawrence and
Janet Peacock (SALU) who immediately took us under their  wing and helped
us in  buy ing  our  boat  g iv ing  va luab le  adv ice .

To r i sk  sound ing  l i ke  R ichard  At tenborough a t  an  awards  ceremony I  jus t
want to thank the people who sai l  out of  Bucklers Hard for the advj-ce,
he lp  and ass is tance g iven to  us  dur ing  our  f i rs t  season.  To  Roger  and
Karina Pigden (CHARISMA) and Nigel Rennie (CADDYSHACK) for their  help and
advice, J im Crick (SILVER LINING) for rescuing us when we ran aground with
a broken motor and Lawrence and Janet for everything else (and for the
c a n s  o f  F o s t e r s ) .

I t ' s  thanks  to  them tha t  I ' ve  learned some impor tan t  lessons  to  keep bo th
myse l f  and my boat  sa i l ing  sa fe ly .  Lessons  l i ke  don ' t  t ry  to  launch or
re t r ieve  the  boat  when the  cur ren t  i s  a t  i t s  qu ickes t .  A lways  car ry  a
spare  shear -p in  fo r  the  motor .  S tar t  your  motor  in  good t ime be fore  you '11
n e e d  i t . 0 h  y e s ,  a n d  d o n ' t  u s e  s h a r p  s h a c k l e s  t o  a t t a c h  t h e  l i f e l i n e s  t o
the  pu lp i t  -  they  migh t  tear  your  genoa l

DOUG BRODIE SO 119
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6 .4  -  -  Be fo re  becoming  a  Sw i f t  18  owner  I  en joyed  an  ou ts tand ing  sw ing

moor ing at  Sandbanks in  Poole.  You can imagine my d i -smay when my annuaf

renewaf was returned th is  season wi th a pol i te  note saying that  past

expe r i ence  w i th  Sw i f t s  had  resu l t ed  i n  t he  moor ing  owners  dec l i n i ng  to

have  my  Sw i f t s  i n  t he i r  cha ins .

I n  t he  pas t  a  Sw i f t  a t  Sandbanks  had  th ree  t imes  caps i zed ,  once

wi th the mast  get t ing embedded in the sand.  I  can only imagine that  i t

was an ear ly  boat  wi thout  the extra weight  and that  i t  was moored keeL

re t rac ted .  The  wa te rs  i n  Poo le  ha rbou r  can  o f t en  necess i t a te  sa i l i ng

or  moor ing wi th min i -mum draf t .

I  n o w  h a v e  m y  S w i f t  N o .  L 4 3 ,  o n  i t ' s  t r a i l - e r  a t  P o o l e  a n d

s ince  I  some t imes  sa i l  s i ng le  handed  i t  i s  a  p rob lem to  l aunch  and

recover.  I  am very keen to get  back to my o l -d swing moor ing but  I

wou ld  l - i ke  t o  be  assu red  tha t  I  am no t  t ak ing  any  unnecessa ry  r i sks .

Have any other  Swi f t  owners had s imi lar  exper iences or  is  there any

adv i ce  on  o f f e r  t o  a l l ev ia te  t he  conce rn  shown  by  the  company  tha t

n n o n a l -  a c  f l - r a  q u r i  n c  m n o n i  n o q  ?
v P e r q u e J  u r r e  o v v r r , S

D a v ' i  d  F l  e m i  n g  S 0  1 4 3  J e n n a

Reenhr r rood Mor r l  ton  Lane

B o u g h t o n ,  N o r t h a n t s .

T e l 0604 a,'1,4 O tr Q

6 .5 .  -  -  He l l o  I  I  was  f i r s t  i n t roduced  to  sa i l i ng  a t  schoo l  i n  He ron

and Mir ror  d inghj -es.  Af ter  several  years away f rom boats we eventual ly

bough t  a  d inghy  and  t ra i l ed  t h i s  t o  seve ra l  p l aces  ,  i nc lud ing  the

S c o t t i s h  W e s t  C o a s t .

The  i dea  o f  t r a i - l e r  sa i l i ng  appea led  to  us .  I n  1987  we  bough t  a  Ped ro ,

a  17 t  3 r '  s1oop ,  f o r  a  song ,  and  go t  t he  t r a i l e r  sa i - l e r  bug .

S n  i n  F ' a l - r n r r a n r r  + h i S  V e a r  w e  f i n a l I V -  a f t e r  6 1 1 6 . f i  d o 1 i h o n a t - i n n  a n f  a  S W i f t

18  -  -  -  -  SO 74  -  ART IMIS  11  - ,  howeve r  ou r  Love  o f  Sco t l and  and

orni thology caused us to re-name her  CORNIX af ter  the Lat in  name for

the hooded crow, found i -n the Highlands.

In  ou r  f i r s t  season  we  ve ry  qu i ckJ -y  g rew  fond  o f  ou r  Sw i f t .  Werve  had

some good  fun  th i s  yea r ,  ou r  f i r s t  c ru i se  was  5  davs  a t  Eas te r  on

Winde rmere .
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The next  major  addi t ion was a spray hood,  f rom a smaLl-  ad.  i -n  the Pract ica l

Boa t  Owner ,  t he  f i rm  i n  ques t i on  (based  i n  Nan tw ich ,  Chesh i re )  p roduce  sp ray

hoods wi th unf in ished s i -des and f ront .  An af ternoons work had th is  f i t ted

and i t  has been worth i ts  weight  in  gold.

At  the end of  May we t ra i led to the Scot t ish West  Coast ,  launching at  Salen

on the Ardnamurchan.

In  Ju l y  we  t ra i l ed  aga in  t o  Sco t l and ,  t h i s  t ime  to  Loch  Lomond .

Final ly  in  September,  we spent  some more t ime on Windermere.  Good weather

has fo l lowed us everywhere dur ing our  f i rs t  season wi th our  Swi f t ,  and we

are hoping for  more of  the same in 19901

P.S.  Cornix  is  equipped wi th VHF, and a very st range looking antenna which

I  have f i t ted to the masthead.  I f  anv other  Swi f t i -es are a lso radio amateurs

I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  hea r  f r om vou .

B i l I  &  D o t  O a k e s  C O R N I X  S 0  ? 4

02L 556 3183

A Ae . ( , -  -  I  have  a  Sw i f t  20  wh i ch  I  keep  i n  A rgyJ - l  whe re  we  have  a  co t tage

fac ing  the  Sound  o f  Ju ra  and  ou r  f r on t  doo r  i s  3oyds .  f r om H igh  wa te r .

, v e  ' s a i I '  i n  e v e r y  k i n d  o f  c r a f t  -  d i n g h i e s ,  c a n o e s ,  i n f l a t a b l e s ,  a s  w e l l

a s  o u r  S w i f t ,  w h i c h  l i v e s  b e s i d e  o u r  g a r a g e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  b u t  l i e s  o n  a

moor ing  a l " l -  summer .

The  Sound  o f  Ju ra  and  the  Inne r  Heb r i des  a re  a  wonde r fu l

sa i l i ng  a rea  w i th  p len ty  o f  scope  fo r  day  c ru i ses ,  l and ing  on  o the rw ise

i n a c c e s s i b l e  i s l a n d s ,  e x p l o r i n g  r e m o t e  c r e e k s ,  s e e i n g  l o t s  o f  s e a l s  a n d

s e a  b i r d s ,  b i t s  o f  a r c h a e o J - o g y ,  a n d  f a s c i n a t i n g  g e o l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s . T h e

on l y  p rob l -ems  a re  t he  usua l -  ones  -  t oo  much  o r  t oo  l i t t l e  w ind ,  ra in  (no t

r h i q  r r e a n l )  a n d  l - r n n o  m i d c a cg .  r s  ,  wnen  you  a re  as^^_^  _  ,

Ou r  house  i s  i n  Ca rsa ig  Bay ,  5  m i l "es  Sou th  o f  C r i nan .We

f ind  tha t  ou : '  Sw i f t  i s  ve ry  qu i ck  t o  comp la in  wnen  you  have  coo  much  sa i l

se t ,  so  we  a re  f r equen t l y  ree f i ng  and  shak ing  ou t  aga in ,  i t  i s  wo r th  t he

t roub le  f o r  a  comfo r tab le  r i - de , l

T h e  n o i s e  o f  t h e  e n g i n e  i s  a  n u i s a n c e  w h e n  y o u ' r e  m a k i n g

a  p a s s a g e  f o r  a n  h o u r  o r  t w o  o n  a  c a l m  d a y .  I  a m  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i i i t y

o f  a  sound  p roo f  hood .  Does  anybody  have  any  expe r i ence  o f  t h i s  ?

V n r r n q  < i  n n a n o l  r r

Malco l -m  Anson

S0  329  K i r s t y
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